New Testament—10th Bible

Unit 2: Paul’s Letters to the Church

1st Timothy Reading Questions

Ch 1

1) Who is the letter addressed to and where is this person?
2) Why did Paul ask this person to stay in this particular city?

3) Who is the Law made for?
4) Why does Paul think God showed him mercy?

5) Why is Paul writing this letter of instruction to Tim?
Ch 2
[NOTE: We will talk about 1 Tim 2:8-15 at length during class. If, when reading the following chapter, you cannot wait with your questions I suggest reading the footnotes for several explanations of how some interpret these verses.]

6) Paul begins chapter 2 instructing the church to do something for someone. What do we do and for whom? [The emperor Nero, who persecuted Christians, was in power at the time.]
7) What does God want for all people?

8) Explain the phrase “one mediator between God and men”.

9) How does Paul ask women to dress when attending a public worship service?

10) v15 How are women to be saved? Compare this with his instructions in 1 Cor. 7:8, 27, 34-35. What strikes you about the comparison? (This will come up again in chapter 5)
Ch 3

11) What are the requirements of an Overseer (i.e. Elder)? List them.
12) What are the requirements of a Deacon? List them.
Ch 4

13) Paul uses some very strong language to describe the false teachers present in the Ephesian church. What were they teaching? [v3]. Look up the footnote in your NIV Study Bible. What was the name of this particular false teaching?
14) Paul’s response to them in v4-5 is astounding. What are the implications?

15) The end of chapter 4 contains several instructions for Timothy regarding how he conducts himself. Summarize verses 11-15. What is Paul asking Timothy to do? 
Ch 5

16) Why does Paul spend so much time talking about widows? 
17) Paul talks about a ‘list’. What is it and what are the requirements to be on it?

18) What does Paul counsel younger widows to do? Why?

19) “Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain.” Paul used this phrase in the previous letter we studied. How is he using it here?

20) Verses 22-25 still refer to Paul’s discussion of elders (with the exception of v23). What does Paul mean when he says:

a. “Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands”

b. “Do not share in the sins of others”

21) Why did Paul shift to talking about hidden and obvious sins and good deeds? How does it apply to Paul’s previous discussion of elders?
Ch 6

22) Here is another example of Paul’s advice being for a certain place at a certain time in a certain context. Why does Paul give this advice to the slaves? (Hint: v1)
23) Paul doesn’t say “Money is the root of all evil” as is often misquoted in our culture. What does he actually say and what does it mean in the context of chapter 6?
24) What does Paul tell Tim to pursue?
25) What does Paul ask the wealthy to do?
26) I’ve met some who take the phrase “Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely call knowledge…” as an excuse for ignoring learning and the study of doctrine. To what is Paul referring?
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