New Testament—10th Bible

Unit 2: Paul’s Letters to the Church

1 Corinthians Reading Questions

As you read, take advantage of the footnotes in your study Bible. Very smart men and women have spent years studying these books and share their wisdom with us at the bottom of the pages. These are the first places I would go with a question about the text.

From the introduction to 1st Corinthians of The Message:

“When people become Christians, they don’t at the same moment become nice. This always comes as something of a surprise. Conversion to Christ and his ways doesn’t automatically furnish a person with impeccable manners and suitable morals.


The people of Corinth had a reputation in the ancient world as an unruly, hard-drinking, sexually promiscuous bunch of people. When Paul arrived with the Message and many of them became believers in Jesus, they brought their reputations with them right into the church.”
Ch 1

1) Paul’s thanksgiving relates to what God has done and is doing in the believers’ lives (v 4-9). Based off this section, list at least 4 things the Lord does in the life of every believer, which is cause for thanksgiving.

a. .

b. .

c. .

d. .

2) Paul doesn’t doubt the surety of these promises based on what attribute of God?

3) From the text, what can we assume about the divisions Paul begins addressing in verses 10-17? What is Paul’s initial response? [We’ll pick this theme up again in Chapter 3]

4) Verse 18 is an excellent summary verse for the next chapter or so. What does it mean? (i.e. put it into your own words)

5) Do a quick compare and contrast between ‘foolish’ and ‘wise’ in v18-31. 
6) Why did God choose “the lowly things of this world and the despised things”?

7) Who is Christ for us? v30

Ch 2

8) In the first few verses of chapter 2, Paul talks about how he presented his message of foolishness to the people of Corinth. Based on what we know of the church in this city, he had a dramatic result (as opposed to his previous preaching engagement in Athens - Acts 17 and 18). What did he do? 

9) Paul contrasts his previous statement of knowing ‘nothing’ with speaking a message of wisdom among the ‘mature’. Notice the footnote in your study bible. Follow the reference and read Hebrews 5:11-6:3. 

a. According to the author of Hebrews who are the mature?
b. What are the elementary/foundational teachings of the Christian faith?
10) What is “God’s secret wisdom, ...that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began” (2:7)? [Hint: 1:24 and 1:30]
11) How do we understand the wisdom of God if it’s hidden from the world?
12) According to 2:14-3:4, why does the person without the Spirit not accept the message of the cross?
Ch 3

13) Paul continues his line of thought from the end of chapter 2 and says the Christians in Corinth are not acting like they have the Spirit but instead are acting like people without God. Why?
14) In Paul’s example with Apollos (one of the other evangelists/apostles), we get some insight into how God uses people in the process of discipleship. How does Paul refer to himself, Apollos, and the tasks God gave each of them?
15) Verses 10-15 use the analogy of a building to talk about a person’s life.

a. What is the foundation of a person’s life?

b. What will test the quality of a person’s work and what are the outcomes?
16) What does Paul mean when he says “become a fool”? (v18)

Ch 4

17) Paul is about to tell the Corinthian church to do some serious judging of actions in the next several chapters (5:3), yet here he says, “judge nothing before the appointed time”. Use the verses before and after to attempt to figure out what he means.
18) According to 2:6-7, why should a person not boast about himself/herself?
19) Verses 8-21 exhibit quite a bit of irony and sarcasm from Paul. Read the section and then read the footnotes on those verses. Summarize Paul’s intent.
20) Paul talks about a showdown in v18-20. How does he plan to silence his critics?
Ch 5

21) What does Paul tell the people of the church to do with the man who is sleeping with his stepmother? 

22) What does it mean to ‘hand someone over to Satan’?
23) What is the intent of such an action? [see NIV footnote]
24) v9-11 Paul clarifies a teaching from a previous letter (which was not preserved). What clarification does he make?

25) v12-13 stand in stark contrast to the words “Do not judge”. Who should Christians judge?
Ch 6

26) What issue does Paul address in the first section of this chapter?
27) Why should Christians be able to handle the challenge of the task?
28) 6:7-8 is an interesting take on the situation—especially the last line of verse 7. What does Paul suggest here? What do you think about it?
29) Paul begins to make a strong argument about the need to change your lifestyle once you become a Christian; it’s not good enough to pray a prayer and live how you always lived. Paul gives a list regarding those who will not inherit the kingdom of God. Recreate it here. 
[Note: the NIV translates “πόρνος - pornos” (which means “fornication”) as “sexually immoral.” If your not sure of the definition, that’s why the NIV doesn’t translate it that way. Fornication means consensual sex between two non-married people.]
30) “’Everything is permissible for me’—but not everything is beneficial. ‘Everything is permissible for me’—but I will not be mastered by anything” (6:12). What does this verse try to say?
31) At first glance, it’s strange that Paul talks about food when discussing sexuality. What is he saying in verse 13?
32) Paul says there is something different about sexual sins. How are they different?
33) Paul ends chapter 6 with an admonition to honor God with your body. What reasoning does he use?
Ch 7

34) Look up the footnote attached to 7:1. “It is good for a man not to marry” (also translated as, “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman”) is often taken as truth—it is in the Bible after all. Is it?
35)  “Now, getting down to the questions you asked in your letter to me. First, Is it a good thing to have sexual relations? Certainly—but only within a certain context.” (Message 7:1-2a) 
Summarize Paul’s response to each of the following groups:

a. Husbands and wives.
b. Unmarried and widows
c. Those married to non-Christians
36) Verses 17-24 expand Paul’s answer about sex and marriage to the situations people find themselves when they become Christians. What does Paul mean?
37) Verse 25 picks up another question the Corinthians asked. What was the question and what is Paul’s response? (v25-40)
38) At the end of the chapter, Paul lays down one of the few cut-and-dry rules on this issue. Who are believers allowed to marry?
Ch 8

39) Chapter 8 begins with another question from the Corinthians—food sacrificed to idols. If Christians are not attending the Pagan temples, why might this still be an issue?
40) When discussing the issue of food sacrificed to idols, Paul basically discounts the issue from a theological perspective but then changes his tact in verse 7. He ends verse 7 with “and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled.” What does this mean?
41) Verse 9 is the key verse to all the freedoms of the Christian life. What does it say and how does it apply to this situation? (We’ll pick up on this again in chapter 10)
Ch 9

42) Chapter 9 is not a digression from Paul’s discussion of food sacrificed to idols but rather an extension of it. In 8:13, Paul said he would willingly lay down his ‘right’ to eat meat in order to further the gospel in a weak believer’s life. Now he begins talking about his ‘rights’ as an apostle. How does chapter 9 relate to the theme he set up in chapter 8? [v12 footnote]
43) What benefits should the church provide to people who preach the gospel?
44) How did Paul make himself a slave to everyone? (v19)
45) 9:24-27 is in the context of this discussion of Christian freedoms and rights. What is Paul saying?
Ch 10

46) We’re still on this theme of Christian freedom and rights stemming chapter 8’s discussion on food sacrificed to idols. In the middle of this talk on freedom, Paul conveys several warnings. List them.
47) Paul chooses his language carefully when talking about Israel. He is trying to make connections with Christian sacraments used in the mainly Greek church of Corinth: baptism and the Lord’s Supper. How does he make these connections with Israel’s history?
48) What does Paul say about temptation?
49) Paul comes back to the issue of food in light of his stern warnings regarding idolatry and sexual sins from Israel’s past (i.e. 23,000 dead in a day). He relates this to food sacrificed to idols. When sacrificing food to an idol, to whom is it actually sacrificed?

50) Then Paul gets into some specifics of what Christian freedom might look like in this area while taking into regard the Pagan worship practices related to the food available in the markets in Corinth. What does he say to do?
51) If you were to pick a key verse in “The Believer’s Freedom” section, what would it be and why?
Ch 11

This section of 1st Corinthians is probably one of the hardest to interpret for the modern reader; Paul’s arguments are at best hard to follow. I’ve included some commentaries on these verses to help you figure out what Paul might be saying (notice the ‘might’).
52) This is a rather unusual passage for most American Christians. What does Paul say in regards to head-ship?
53) How should men prophesy?
“3 It was the pagan custom for the priests of a cult who were drawn from the elite of society to distinguish themselves from other worshippers by praying and sacrificing with their heads covered. Is it that there were some among the minority of Christians from the social elite who wished to draw attention to their status by praying and prophesying with their head covered? He dishonours his head, i.e. Christ, who is his head, (cf. v 3). The dishonouring would be in drawing attention to his secular status when Christ is the one to whom attention should be directed when praying.”

54) How should women prophesy?

55) Read the following commentaries on this verse. Why might Paul have insisted upon women having their heads ‘covered’?
“5 Every woman who prays or prophesies with head uncovered dishonours her head, i.e. her husband. It is as if she were shaved. The shaving of the head of the woman who disgraces her husband by commiting adultery was prescribed by Roman law which applied in the Roman colony of Corinth. 6 If a wife does not cover her head, by implication she is regarded as someone who refuses to recognize her relationship with her husband i.e. her marital status. For the wife not to cover her head in public was a disgrace.”

“Here [Paul] is not imposing Jewish standards; rather, his concern with decorum and shame leads him to want women who believe in the Messiah to conform to custom found throughout the Eastern Mediterranean (v16). Both in early Semitic and later Greek society chaste women wore their hair up or under a veil.”
 (This is much like if a guy wore a hat in church. People would be offended because of the cultural norm)
“To pose analogous taboos for our culture, it would be as though Paul had written, ‘Men shouldn’t come to church wearing dresses, and women shouldn’t come to church topless.’”

56) Read verses 13-16. 
“14 In the first century it was believed that nature determined matters of culture. No doubt Paul also argues this on the teaching of the OT where the polarity of sexes was insisted upon. A long-haired man was a disgrace. It has sometimes been argued that there are ancient statues of males with long hair, but this is how the gods and not men were portrayed. 15 The long hair of a woman was seen as her glory and ancient authors mention the attention given to a woman’s hair as her prized glory.”

Read the footnote on 11:16.
What is Paul basing his comments on? Do you think this is still applicable in our society?

Please note: “Paul endorses the freedom of women to pray and prophesy in the assembly; the only question is what sort of headdress is appropriate for them while exercising this freedom.”
 This will be of major importance when we look at 1st Timothy together.

57) What difficulties existed in the Corinthian church when celebrating the Lord’s Supper?

58) When we, as Christians, eat the bread and drink the ‘cup’, there is a deeper reality happening than simply putting food in our mouths. What are we actually doing?

59) What happens when people take part in communion in an incorrect manner?
Ch 12

60) What does ‘manifestation of the Spirit’ mean?

61) List the gifts of the Spirit given to the church and give a brief (1 sentence) explanation of each one (either use your own knowledge or the NIV study Bible footnotes).

a. .

b. .

c. .

d. .

e. .

f. .

g. .

h. .

i. .

62) How do people get these gifts (v11)? Pay attention to this answer because we’re going to expand upon it in both at the end of this chapter and again in chapter 14.

63) Paul continues his discussion of the gifts by using the human body as an analogy. What is the general point of the analogy?

64) What can we guess happened in the Corinthian church regarding the gifts of the Spirit that Paul finds it necessary to write this?

Ch 13

65) In 12:31b Paul continues his discussion of spiritual gifts. Chapter 13 lays out the purpose of the gifts and the context in which they should be used. What is the context?

66) Love is not simply a feeling or a phrase we say to each other; it expresses itself through outward actions. In a passage often quoted at weddings, Paul lists some of the characteristics of love. What are they?

a. .

b. .

c. .

d. .

e. .

f. .

g. .

h. .

i. .

j. .

k. .

l. .

m. .

n. .

o. .

p. .
Ch 14

67) Paul gives two directions in 14:1, what are they? How does this compare with 12:11?

68) In verses 2-5, Paul compares and contrasts ‘tongues’ with ‘prophecy’. Under each heading list what Paul says about each topic.

Tongues
Prophecy
69) v12. In what types of gifts should we try excel?

70) If we give a public message in tongues what should we also pray that we would do?

71) Based on this section, does Paul speak in tongues?
72) How do tongues relate to evangelism in a church service (v23)?

73) How does prophecy relate to evangelism (v24-25)?

74) In the section on orderly worship (i.e. what a normal church service should look like in Corinth), Paul places some restrictions on the usage of the gifts.

a. What restrictions does he place on speaking in a tongue ‘in the church’?

i. .

ii. .

iii. .

b. What restrictions does he place on prophesying ‘in the church’?

i. .

ii. .

iii. .

75) When Paul says a woman should remain silent in church, I think there is either something culturally happening we are not aware of or something is lost in translation. Obviously, he doesn’t think women should not speak in services at all because he assumes they pray and prophesy during the worship service in 11:5. In addition we know there were women pastors, teachers, and prophets who played an active role in the early church AND who were commended by Paul (Romans 16:1-2, 3-4, 7; Acts 18:18-28, 21:9; Phil 4:2-3). At the collegiate level, we would also discuss the textual difficulties with this passage but that’s beyond a general overview of the New Testament. 

Here is one commentary’s take on the passage.

“…[Paul] is answering a question (7:1) the Corinthians asked about wives’ discussing with their husbands what is being said while it is being said. This would disturb decorum even if the wife were sitting next to her husband; but if the universal Jewish practice of the time (and of Orthodox congregations today) was followed, wherein women and men are seated separately in the synagogue, it would obviously be intolerable to have wives and husbands yelling at each other across the [dividing wall]. …[H]is advice seems curt and abrupt only if one ignores that …his questioners are already familiar with the context of the problem, since they brought it up in the first place”

According to the NIV footnote covering these verses, what is Paul not trying to do and what is he trying to do?

76) Most of you reading chapter 14 have no immediate application regarding the orderly use of the prophetic and speaking in tongues during a church service. However, I want you to notice the directions Paul gave the church up to this point; directions about: petty infighting, sexual immorality, lawsuits, divorce, blatant disregard for the poor, the abuse of Christian freedom, modesty and decency in worship, jealousy, etc. How is it that this immature and immoral church has the gifts of the Holy Spirit thriving and on display for the outside world? (Of course the next question for the thoughtful reader might be: What are the applications then for your life?)
Ch 15

77) Paul lays out an extremely brief summary of the gospel at the beginning of chapter 15. In this paragraph, what does Paul focus on the most?
78) Why does Paul spend so much time focusing on the Resurrection and its implications for our lives? (Hint: see NIV footnote)
79) If Jesus was not raised from the dead, what problems does it cause for our faith? (v12-18)
80) At the end of the section (v32-34) Paul does a compare and contrast on how we should live: first, if the resurrection is not true, then, if it is true. Summarize his comparison.
81) What kind of body will we have at the resurrection?
82) Try to explain verses 56 and 57 into your own words.
Ch 16

83) Paul’s closing remarks are specific to the congregation at Corinth. But we do catch glimpses into Paul’s life (i.e. his contact with Timothy and Apollos) and the making of the letter. For example, where did Paul write 1st Corinthians? (i.e. what location)
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