New Testament—10th Bible

Unit 2: Matthew

Matthew Reading Questions—28 Chapters

As you read Matt’s gospel, try to keep a running tally of what he says the messiah/savior is like. Give the characteristics of Jesus. What does he do? What does he have authority over?

Day 1 Reading:

Ch 1

1) Whose was Solomon’s mother according to the genealogy? Why might Matthew use this instead of her name?
2) According to Matt, why did Joseph decide not to divorce Mary? (Be specific)
3) Look up the footnote to v22. Why did Matt use fulfillment language?
Ch 2

4) How did the wise men know to go to Bethlehem?
5) According to the footnotes in verse 11,

a. How many wise men were there?
b. How old was Jesus when they came?
6) How did Joseph know to flee to Herod?
7) Why would Herod want all the boys killed that were “2 years or younger”?
8) How did Joseph know when to return?
9) Why didn’t Joseph go back to Bethlehem?
Ch 3

10) What was John the Baptist’s message?
11) John baptized with water. What does the water symbolize?
12) According to John, what will the one who comes after him be baptized with?
13) How do we see the Trinity in Jesus’ baptism?
Day 2 Reading:

Ch 4

14) What were the temptations of Jesus and how did he respond?

a. .
b. .
c. .
15) Where did Jesus decide to live?
16) What was Jesus’ message? Compare this to the message of John (Q10).
17) Matt’s version of the calling of the first disciples leaves out some information about the relationship of Jesus to these first disciples. The 1st time reader may assume that these men simply stopped what they were doing and followed a stranger but that isn’t the story given by the other gospels.

a. Read Luke 5:2-11. What happened before Simon Peter followed Jesus? Who were his partners?
b. Read John 1:35-42. How did Peter initially meet Jesus?
18) What was Jesus’ 3–fold ministry?

a. .
b. .
c. .
19) The first miracles Matt records are in the last paragraph of chapter 4. What did Jesus do?
Ch 5

20) What does ‘Beatitudes’ actually mean?
21) List the 9 Beatitudes.

a. Blessed are…
b. Blessed are…
c. Blessed are…
d. Blessed are…
e. Blessed are…
f. Blessed are…
g. Blessed are…
h. Blessed are…
i. Blessed are…
22) In discussing his interpretation of the Law, Jesus says he has not come to ________.
23) Whose righteousness must we surpass if we want to enter the “Kingdom of Heaven”? How could our righteousness be greater than theirs?
24) Jesus is famous for taking Old Testament laws and re-interpreting them. What does Jesus have to say about Murder?
25) What does Jesus say about Adultery?
26) The phrase ‘Eye for an eye and tooth for tooth’ was originally used as a way of limiting payment to an injured party. For example, you couldn’t kill a person because he/she caused you to loose your eye. Jesus takes this further, how?
27) Jesus often uses the phrase ‘you have heard it said but I say to you’. This is Jesus weighing in on current interpretations of the law in his day and setting his teachings in contrast to them. How is Jesus’ teaching on our relationship to our enemies different than the approach of other teachers of his day? Why does Jesus push it further?
Day 3 Reading:

Ch 6

28) What does Jesus mean when he says, “do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing”?
29) Jesus’ teaching on prayer is extremely well known—especially what we call ‘the Lord’s prayer’. However, there are several verses which don’t often get talked about in this section. Can you spot them? Why might people decide to skip over them?
30) In talking about fasting, Jesus tells people to make an attempt to not be seen fasting by others (or at least not to draw attention to the fact that you’re fasting). This is actually the 3rd time he has said something similar this chapter. Why are we doing these things in secret?
31) The section on Treasures in heaven uses a Jewish expression of speech: ‘good eye’ and ‘bad eye’. This has nothing to do with sight, but rather generosity. Having a ‘good eye’ would mean you are a generous person and having a ‘bad eye’ would mean you are stingy. With that in mind, how do verses 22 and 23 fit with the verses before and after?
32) Why should we not worry?
Ch 7

33) 7:1 is a famous verse even for non-Christians. But according to 7:5 does it actually mean we never should judge each other?
34) What sums up the Law and the Prophets?
35) What does Jesus mean in his short discussion of narrow and wide gates?
36) How do we know if someone is a false prophet?
37) What is the difference between a wise and foolish builder in terms of what someone does with Jesus’ teachings?
Ch 8

38) Why does Matt include the detail that Jesus touched the man who he healed in 8:1-4?
39) It’s not often we find Jesus is actually astonished by something. What happened to cause this?
40) In this same story, Jesus mentions hell but not by it’s name. How does he refer to Hell?
41) In 8:18-22 Jesus seems to try to dissuade people from following him. What is he actually doing?
42) How many men meet Jesus after he crosses the sea of Galilee? 
43) Why would the town ask Jesus to leave?
Day 4 Reading:

Ch 9

44) Why was Jesus accused of blasphemy? If he would have been anyone other than God incarnate would they have been right?
45) What does Jesus mean when he responds to the Pharisees saying “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick”? What is he implying about his ministry?
46) In Malachi 4:2, it says the messiah is going to have healing in his ‘wings’. The Hebrew word for ‘wings’ is ‘kanaph’. It means edge or extremity. The Jews thought the Messiah would have healing in the corner of his garment. Technically, they thought the tassels on the corners of his garment would have healing power. 
What did the woman who was subject to bleeding for 12 years say to herself? 



What does it say about why Matthew included this story for Jewish readers?
47) Jesus heals two blind men who are calling after him. What phrase did they use to refer to Jesus and according to the footnote, what does it mean?
48) After the healings, we see some backlash from the Pharisees. What did they accuse Jesus of? [Note: we will see this same accusation voiced in Matt 12 where Jesus finally addresses it]
49) Under the heading “Workers Are Few” we see Jesus’ 3-fold ministry described once again. What was it?
50) Why did Jesus have compassion on the crowds? (v36).
Ch 10

51) The 12 apostles were given instructions about what to do. Compare this with Matt’s description of Jesus’ ministry in 4:17 and 9:35.
52) Jesus has just given the 12 authority over demons and sickness. But not everything is going to be peaches and cream. What difficulties do they expect to encounter along the way?
53) Look up the footnote to v25. What does Beelzebub mean and where did it come from?
54) Jesus speaks some rather harsh words in chapter 10; words we don’t often attribute to the soft-and-cuddly-evangelical-Jesus many of us grew up with.

a. Summarize v32 to 35
b. Summarize v34 to 36
c. Summarize v37 to 39
55) When you’re looking for the word, ‘reward’ comes up quite a bit in Jesus’ language. How does one get rewards in v40 to 42?
Ch 11

56) Jesus spends the 1st half of this chapter talking about his cousin: John the Baptist. Who does Jesus say John is?
57) How are the ‘least in the kingdom’ supposed to be greater than John who is the greatest of the prophets? [look at your footnotes]
58) Jesus chastises the crowd saying: We played a flute for you and you did not dance (i.e. at a wedding). We sang a dirge for you and you did not mourn (i.e. at a funeral). What does he mean?
59) “Woe” (not whoa) What does it mean?
60) How do we know God (the Father)?
61) A yoke is something used to teach oxen and horses how to plow. “Stiff necked” referred to oxen who would strain their necks against the yoke (i.e. stubborn). When a young pupil took on or accepted a rabbi’s way of teaching and keeping God’s word, it was called taking on the ‘yoke’ of a rabbi. The summary of the yoke of Jesus is found in Matt 22:37.
Based on this, what is Jesus actually saying in verses 28 to 30?
Day 5 Reading:
Ch 12

62) Why are the Pharisees trying to kill Jesus?
63) The details are extremely important in the gospels. By attempting to ask “Why is that detail in the Bible?” we begin to discover all sorts of neat things. For example, how many of the sick did Jesus heal in the section from v15 to 21?
64) The Pharisees’ negative reaction was not necessarily the healing of the demon-possessed man but in something else. What?
65) Jesus gives an explanation using a story about a strong man. Who is the strong man and who is the thief in this story?
66) What is the unforgivable sin?
67) The section “Jesus and Beelzebub” ends with a teaching on speech. What does it say? (Don’t just give me the last sentence. That’s not the answer.)
68) After many miracles, Jesus is asked for a miraculous sign to show he is the Messiah. What sign does he say the people are going to get? What does he mean?
Ch 13

69) These next parables are often called “Kingdom Parables” because they start with Jesus saying “The kingdom of heaven is like…”. 
Summarize and explain the Parable of the Sower.
70) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Weeds.
71) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Mustard Seed.
72) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Yeast.
73) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Hidden Treasure
74) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Pearl
75) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Net
76) I find 13:58 to be one of the most compelling verses of the Bible. What do you think it means?
Day 6 Reading:
Ch14

77) Why did Herod the tetrarch say Jesus was John the Baptist?
78) Why did Jesus withdraw to a solitary place?
79) How many baskets were picked up after the feeding of the 5000? Why is this number significant?
80) Why wasn’t Jesus in the boat with the disciples?
81) Verse 33 is key in Matt 14. What was the result of this display of authority?
82) At the end of the section, the group lands at Gennesaret. How do the people respond to Jesus? How is this different than the 1st time he was there (Matt 8:28)?
Ch15

83) In Chapter 15 we see yet another escalation in Jesus’ relationship with the Pharisees. Why were the Pharisees offended?
84) What does Jesus mean when he says “What goes into a man’s mouth does not make him ‘unclean’, but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him ‘unclean’?”
85) Jesus refers to the Pharisees as plants and guides. What is he actually saying? (note: I want you to explain what he means not give me the word-for-word account)
86) The Canaanite woman refers to Jesus as ______. What does this phrase imply?
87) Again we see Jesus intentionally offending someone. He basically calls her a dog. How does she respond? How does Jesus respond to her response? What does that make you think Jesus was doing in the first place?
88) In the previous chapter we had the feeding of the 5000. Here we have the feeding of the 4000. Notice where Jesus goes at the beginning of this section. What happens at/on these places in the Old Testament? 
89) Remember, Matt is writing to a Jewish audience. So when he says Jesus climbed a mountain and people came to him, what would Matt’s audience probably expect to happen?
90) What happened that prompted people to stay?
91) How many baskets were picked up and what does this say about how Jesus is revealing himself?
Day 8 Reading:
Ch16

92) Matt starts chapter 16 with a familiar event (we’ve seen it in Matt 12); the religious leaders come to Jesus and asking for a sign from heaven. What sign does he say they will get? What does that mean?
93) What is the ‘yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees’?
94) Jesus quizzes his disciples about who he is. What is Peter’s response?
95) “I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.” What are the two possible interpretations of this statement? (look at the footnotes)

a. .
b. .
96) Why would Peter rebuke Jesus? I’m not looking for just what’s in front of you in the text. What’s happening in Peter’s heart and thoughts?

97) What paradox does Jesus give in the end of chapter 16?
98) What is the basis for rewards at the end of chapter 16?
Ch 17

99) Notice we’re on a mountain when the transfiguration happens. What is the significance of Moses and Elijah showing up on the mountain with Jesus during this experience?
100) There is a question about Elijah coming first. First before what? Who came with the anointing of Elijah?
101) In Matt 10, Jesus gave the disciples authority to heal the sick, drive out demons, and raise the dead. They now encounter a demon that will not leave. According to Jesus, why will the demon not leave?
102) Look up the same story in Mark 9:14-29, what reason does Jesus give for the disciples not being able to drive out the demon?
103) Jesus predicts his death again. Did the disciples understand? How do you know?

104) Jesus tells Peter that he (the child of the one who owns the temple) does not have to pay the temple tax. Yet, in order to avoid something, Jesus has Peter pay the tax. What did Jesus want to avoid? Given his interaction with the Pharisees and Sadducees why does this stand out?
Ch 18

105) What does Jesus mean when he says people must become like children to enter the kingdom of heaven?
106) He then gives some stern warnings. What are the warnings about?
107) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Lost Sheep.
108) Verses 15 -17 tell of how to handle disputes and conflict within the church. How is this to be done?
109) This is the second time Matt talks about binding and loosing. Look up the footnote for 16:19 and explain what this means.
110) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant.
Day 9 Reading:
Ch 19

111) When the Pharisees come ask Jesus about divorce, they are asking him to wade into an existing debate in the 1st century between two very famous rabbis: Hillel and Shammai. (footnote on 19:3). Rabbi Hillel said a man can divorce his wife for whatever reason he wishes—even if she burns his toast. Rabbi Shammai said a man can divorce his wife but only for a serious issue. What side does Jesus take on the debate? How do his disciples react?
112) I find Jesus’ interaction with the ‘rich young man’ of Matt 19 fascinating. Reading the story in Mark and Luke give other insights into this interaction as well (but I won’t ask you to turn there). Why does Jesus question the young mans use of “good” when asked ‘what good thing must I do’ but then tell him to do an action—obey the commandments?
113) What commandment does Jesus intentionally skip when listing them for the rich young man? Why?
114) Do you think Jesus is actually inviting this man to be a disciple? (v21)
115) The interaction between Jesus and his disciples directly following this event (v23-26) is often taken as a teaching on the pitfalls of wealth. But I don’t think so. Look at the disciples question in v25. Explain what Jesus is actually saying.
Ch 20

116) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard.
117) Did Jesus speak in parables when he predicted his death this time?

118) What does it mean when Jesus says the Son of Man came to “give his life as a ransom”?

119) Daniel 7:13 gives insight into the title Jesus most often uses for himself. Who is the Son of Man according to Daniel’s vision?

120) Again we see a title used for Jesus. What title do the blind men use and what does it mean?

Ch 21

121) Where in the Bible is the prophecy about Jesus riding on a donkey?

122) Look up the text note for the word ‘Hosanna’. What does it mean? Then look at the footnote for 21:9. 

123) Matthew places the cleansing of the temple directly after the triumphal entry (though from the other gospels we know the entry happened on Sunday and the cleansing happened on Monday). Why would Matthew want to connect these two stories for the reader?

124) The cursing of the fig tree is another example of Matt compressing his stories together. In Mark, we know the cursing happened Monday morning and the disciples saw it Tuesday morning. In interpreting the significance of this event, the fig tree is often thought of as Israel. What does it mean then that the tree had leaves but had no fruit?

125) When asked about his authority, Jesus turns the question around on them. He asks about the authority of John’s baptism. How did the chief priests respond and why?

126) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Two Sons.

127) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Tenants.

Day 10 Reading:
Ch 22

128) Summarize and explain the parable of the Wedding Banquet

129) Explain how the Pharisees’ and Herodians’ question about paying taxes is actually a trap.

130) How does Jesus summarize the Law in 22:34-40?

131) Jesus asked a question in response to all the questions he was getting. After this it says people stopped asking him questions. Why?

Ch 23

132) List the seven woes.

a. .

b. .

c. .

d. .

e. .

f. .

g. .

133) According to the footnote, why were tombs whitewashed?

Ch 24

134) Name at least 3 things which are going to happen in the ‘last days’.

135) Why should we refrain from trying to figure out when Jesus is coming back?

136) How are we to be ready if we don’t know when he is coming back? (the parable of the good and wicked servants)

Ch 25

137) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Ten Virgins

138) Summarize and explain the Parable of the Talents

139) What are the defining differences between those Jesus calls sheep and those he calls goats.

Day 11 Reading:
Ch 26

140) What is the prophetic significance of Jesus being anointed by the woman with perfume?

141) According to the footnote, what was the value of the 30 silver coins Judas was paid to betray Jesus?

142) Jesus institutes what we call the “Lord’s Supper”. What is it? Be specific.

143) What does Jesus pray in Gethsemane?

144) Why did Jesus say the arrest had to happen the way it did?

145) What question finally prompted a response out of Jesus? Read Dan 7:13 to understand Jesus’ response to their question. Who did Jesus say he was?

146) What was the final charge against Jesus?

147) Why do you think Peter would deny he knew Jesus?

Ch 27

148) Why is response of the chief priests to Judas hypocritical?

149) In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus responds to Pilates question right away. What question did Pilate ask and what is Jesus’ response? Why is this the crime finally placed on the cross above Jesus?

150) From other historical writings, we know Pilate was both cruel and politically savvy. The Roman governor’s job was to keep the peace and make sure the district stayed under Roman control. Verse 24 is a key turning point in the text. Why would the governor of Judea base his decision off this instead of the evidence?

151) Why would someone else be forced to carry Jesus’ cross?

152) Read the footnotes on ‘wine mixed with gall’. Why would they have offered this to Jesus?

153) Notice the shame Jesus bears while on the cross. Matthew sets a scene such that the Messiah is not only deserted by those he loves but also mocked by those he came to save. Read Hebrews 12:2. Why did Jesus endure the shame of the cross?

154) Matt is very careful with his language. Even in death, Jesus is in control. How do we see this in verse 50.

155) What signs accompanied Jesus’ death and what confession did the Roman centurion give as a result?

Ch 28

156) What did the angel say to the women?

157) Matt leaves very little doubt that he believes Jesus is God. Notice 28:9. What would clue us into this belief?

158) Where (location) does Matt end his story and why is it significant?

159) What are the three aspects of the Great Commission?

a. .

b. .

c. .
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