
New Testament—10th Bible

Unit 2: Matthew

Lesson 1: The Four Gospels

Materials: 
-Student Worksheet (included at end) [possibly skip in order to incorporate Matt reading questions which will take 12 days]
(5 sessions) 

Objectives 

· To define the words "gospel," "synoptic."
· To investigate the unique literary genre of the gospels. 

· To see Jesus Christ in the gospels as the climax of the story of Israel. 

· To become familiar with Jewish messianic expectations at the beginning of gospel history. 

· To identify Jesus Christ as the concrete manifestation of the New Testament kingdom of God. 

· To briefly examine and compare the content and focus of each of the four gospels. 

I. Background 

A. The word "gospel" means "good news," that is, the good news of the coming of Jesus Christ. 

B. The four Gospels form a unique literary genre, which has few real analogies.

1. Four of them written by different authors

a) The names given to the four gospels are based on very early tradition in the church. 

2. Each records facts about Jesus, recalls his teachings and bears witness to him

3. Each tells the story to a particular community

4. A full picture of Jesus is only told when they are read as the one Gospel of Jesus who is the Christ.
a) The four different perspectives give a fuller view of who Jesus is.
C. Synoptic Gospels

1. The gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke are very similar in content, language, and focus,

a) Because they see and tell the story of Jesus' life in a very similar manner, we call these three the synoptic gospels. 

(1) (Literally, synoptic means "see together.") 

b) The gospel of John, on the other hand, presents the same gospel quite differently. 

2. The synoptic gospels seem to focus on the historical details of Jesus' life, trusting this record to convince the readers of the truth of what they had been taught (see for example, Luke 1:1- 4). 

D. John, however, seems to focus more on the revelational significance of Jesus' words and actions ("signs") and writes specifically so that "you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God" (see John 20:30-31; 21:24-25). 

E. Purpose

1. Each of the gospels continues the Old Testament story 
a) but now centers on Jesus.

2. All tell the story that Jesus fulfills the Old Testament promises of a Savior, and that the kingdom of God is coming.
F. The exact date of the writing of each gospel is unknown, and can only be established by hints in the gospels and by what early tradition tells us. 
II. The Gospels: a Unique Genre of Literature 

A. Very hard to categorize by modern standards

1. They are not biographies of Jesus, 
a) they contain no details about his personal appearance or psychological development. 

2. They are more than narratives, or narrative history, 
a) they contain many of Jesus' sayings and teachings. 

B. The gospel is best understood within the context of the entire story of redemption 

1. Story of Redemption

a) Act 1 - Creation; 

b) Act 2 - The fall into sin and the beginning of redemption; 

c) Act 3 - The election of Abraham and the failure of Israel; 

d) Act 4 - The creation redeemed by Jesus; 

e) Act 5 - The good news proclaimed; 

f) Act 6 - The new creation. 

2. The gospels are Act 4 of this drama. 
a) They are also the basis for our participation in Act 5, 
(1) the task of the church, 
C. This “Present Age” and the “Age to Come”

1. At the beginning of the gospel history, the Jewish world was waiting for: 

a) the messiah to free them from the oppression of the hated Romans, 

b) for God to return to Zion, 

c) and for the temple to be rebuilt by a Jewish king: 
(1) The present structure did not count because it had been built by Herod the Great, a foreigner. 

2. One of the central ways of expressing this hope was the division of time into two eras: the present age and the age to come. 

a) The present age was a time when the creator God seemed to be hiding his face; the age to come would see the renewal of the created world. 

b) The present age was the time of Israel's misery; in the age to come she would be restored 

(1) Israel would be vindicated and the world made right under its true king, Israel's God. 

(2) The nations would come to Zion, 
(a) either to learn about the true God and how to worship him 
(i) (Isaiah 2:2-4; Micah 4:1-3; Zechariah 8:20-23) 

(b) or to be judged 
(i) (Psalm 2:8-9).

c) The age to come, was to happen once God had dealt with Israel's sins. 

d) It was associated with the end of the exile and the beginning of the new covenant, 

(1) namely the restoration of Israel 

(2) and the (proper) rebuilding of the temple, 
(a) as promised by Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

3. Exile in the Promised Land

a) Remember: the exile was when God allowed the Babylonians to conquer Judah and take them captive for 70 years.

(1) the northern kingdom of Israel had already been destroyed by the Assyrians

(2) The Samaritans were the intermarriages between those left in the land and the transplants from other Assyrian vassal nations

b) To the Jews, the exile was not over because God had not returned to the temple (his cloud had not reappeared). 
(1) The prophet Ezekiel saw it leave

(2) Being in the Promised land but…

(a)  without the physical manifestations of God seen in the Old Testament 

(b) without the ark of the covenant

(c) and under foreign rule
c) Jesus as the completion of the exile

(1) We’ll go into this in more detail when we look at the gospel of Matthew by itself

(2) Matthew shows that Jesus completed the exile when he rode as king into Jerusalem and entered the temple to restore it as a house of prayer (Matthew 21:1-17; cf. Malachi 3:1-4). 

(3) He himself was the new temple (Matthew. 27:40; John 2:19-22) and the nations would flock to him as his final command was carried out to "go and make disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:19-20). . 

D. The gospel writers carry on the story of Israel understanding that Israel’s story is the clue to the story of the whole world. 

III. Overview of the Four Gospels 

A. Matthew 

1. Audience

a) Scholars generally agree that the gospel of Matthew was written by a Jewish Christian for Jewish Christians to prove that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah who fulfilled the Old Testament. 

b) Their reasons are as follows: 

(1) The genealogy of Jesus begins with Abraham and not Adam, as in the gospel of Luke. 

(2) Only Jews would understand the mathematical importance of the three groups of 14 generations in this genealogy: 

(a) 3 times 14 is the same as 6 times 7; therefore, Jesus is seventh 7, 
(i) ie., a climactic moment of fulfillment. 

(b) Or, 14 = 3 * 2 * 7: 

(i) 3 is for God, 2 is for man, 7 is for perfection. 
(ii) Therefore, Jesus is perfect God and man. 

(3) The name “Jesus” has the same meaning as the name "Joshua," namely "salvation" or "he saves." 

(4) Jewish customs, such as the washing of hands, are not explained. 
(a) This suggests that the readers were well aware of these customs

(5) Jesus is referred to as the “Son of David”, and the author speaks of the “The Kingdom of Heaven” instead of the "Kingdom of God." 
(a) Jews did not use the word "God" out of reverence for him and in fear of disobeying the 4th commandment. 

(6) The author quotes the Old Testament 41 times, suggesting that his readers were familiar with these writings. 

(7) Only Matthew tells us that Jesus came to minister to "the lost sheep in Israel” (10:5-6; 15:24). 

(8) Many of the specific issues discussed would be of interest to Jewish readers only, 
(a) such as fasting (6:16-18), 
(b) the Sabbath (12:1-14), 
(c) temple offerings (5:23-24), 
(d) the temple tax (17: 24-27)

2. Fulfillment Theme

a) The gospel of Matthew, written for Jewish Christians, can be understood through the theme of fulfillment. 

b) It focuses on telling how Jesus of Nazareth is the continuation of the story of Israel, and thus the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies concerning the messiah. 

3. Matthew presents Jesus as the completion of the exile, the "new Moses," the "true Son of David," and the Messiah (the Christ). 

4. Author
a) It is generally agreed that Matthew, the tax collector who became one of the 12 disciples, is the author of this gospel. 

5. Purpose

a) Matthew wrote his gospel to show that Jesus was the Messiah promised in the Old Testament. 

6. Date Written

a) Based on Matthew’s focus on the Jewish people, we believe the book written sometime between AD 50 and AD 70.

b) I would find it very difficult to place it later than AD 70 based on Matthew not mentioning the destruction of the temple.

B. Mark 

1. Author

a) According to oral tradition, the Gospel of Mark was probably written by John Mark, the young man who accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey. 

b) Tradition says Mark wrote under the apostle Peter’s instruction

2. Audience

a) Persecuted Gentile Christians in Rome. 

(1) Mark translated Aramaic expressions, and even explained Greek expressions by their Latin equivalents 

(a) 3:17; 5:41; 7:34; 14:36; 15:34; 12:42; 15:16
(2) The Rufus mentioned in 15:21 seemed to be a well-known person, and could be the same Rufus of Romans 16:13. 

3. Purpose

a) Mark presents Jesus as the Son of God

b) He wants to encourage persecuted Christians

c) and wants to win converts to the Christian faith. 

4. Characteristics

a) Action oriented

(1) In chapters 1 - 8, Mark reveals Jesus as the mighty and authoritative Son of God to a Gentile audience

(2) Mark's descriptions of Jesus are action-oriented, rather than theological teachings. 
(3) He really likes the word “immediately”
b) The redeeming work of Jesus Christ culminates in his passion, death and resurrection, to which Mark devotes a large amount of space (chs. 11-15).
(1) The focus on Jesus’ suffering is meant as an encouragment to those who are also suffering for the truth of the Gospel

(2) If Jesus suffered and trusted the Father, we can too.
c) Unique to this gospel is the messianic secret

(1) Jesus constantly told people not to tell anyone what He did or who He was 
(2) 1:34, 44; 3:12; 5:43; 7:36, 37; 8:26, 30; 9:9
5. Date Written

a) For a long time, the Gospel of Mark was considered to be the first one written, dated in the early 60s, and the main source of the other synoptic gospels. 

b) Some scholars talk about a Q source which may have been the source for both Mark and Matthew

c) It really makes no difference if Q exists or not or whether Matthew used Mark as a source for his book and taylored the stories to fit his audience.

(1) inspiration from the Holy Spirit does not means starting with nothing to work from.
d) Whatever the case, Mark clearly shows how God was and still is working out his plans of redemption in the history of Israel and the world. 

C. Luke 

1. Author

a) Once again, the author's name is not given in the gospel of Luke, but there is quite a bit of internal evidence that Luke indeed wrote it. 

b) This gospel and the book of Acts were written by the same author to the same person - Theophilus, a Gentile with great sympathy for the Christian faith (1:3). 
(1) probably a wealthy Roman official
c) The use of the plural pronoun "we" in the book of Acts indicates that this person was with the apostle Paul on his missionary journeys and in Rome. 
(1) 16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1 - 18:16
d) Colossians 4:14 and Philemon :24, identify Paul's companion as Luke, "our dear friend," and "my fellow worker." 
e) Luke was a Doctor.
2. Audience

a) Luke was a Gentile and wrote "an orderly account" (1:3) in Greek so that Theophilus "may know the certainty of things you have been taught" (1:4) about the life and death of Jesus.

3. Characteristics

a) His account can be divided into three sections: 

(1) the Galilean ministry (4:14 - 9:50), 

(2) the travel narrative (9:51- 19:28), 

(3) and the ministry in Jerusalem (19:28 - 24:53). 

b) The two books of Luke (Luke and Acts) tell one story—how the story of Israel as the kingdom of God becomes the story of the world as the kingdom of God
(1) For that reason, Luke places the birth of Jesus within the context of world history 

(a) as opposed to just Jewish history, which starts at Abraham
(2) The genealogy of Jesus goes back to Adam, and his account ends in Rome, the headquarters of the Roman empire. 

c) The gospel of Luke is the longest and most comprehensive of all four gospels. 

(1) It contains material not found in any other gospel:

(a)  stories about Jesus' birth and childhood, 

(b) a large section of the travel narrative, 

(c) the birth of John the Baptist. 

4. Date Written

a) As with the other gospels, it is difficult to date the gospel of Luke. Some say it was written between A.D. 59-63, while others believe the gospel was written in the 70s. 
b) Again, since neither the Gospel of Luke nor Acts refers to the rebellion of the Jews against the Romans and the destruction of the Temple, I would date this before AD 70.
D. John 

1. Author

a) Although he is never identified, it is generally accepted that the apostle John was the author of this gospel. 

b) There are various reasons for thinking this. 

(1) The writer was an eyewitness of Jesus' ministry 

(a) 1:14; 19:35; 21:24, 25
(2)  the unidentified "disciple whom Jesus loved" 
(a) 13:23; 19:26; 20:2 

(3) and one of the twelve who was very close to Jesus. 

(4) Through the process of elimination, this person is thought to be John. 

(5) The gospel is also similar in theme to the letters of John. 

2. Purpose

a) The gospel of John was written "that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name" (20:31).

3. Characteristics

a) John tells the story of Jesus as the story of God and the cosmos. 

(1) He goes back to the earliest beginning, even to before the beginning of all things (ch. 1:1-5). 

(2) In doing so, he confronts his readers with a strange new genesis, namely Jesus Christ, the beginning and end of all things, "full of grace and truth" (1:14-17). 

b) John's gospel is very different from the synoptic gospels. 

(1) There are no parables and only seven miracles

(a) of which only two are recorded in the synoptics 

(2) Much of the gospel is made up of discourses and teachings with Jesus presenting himself as the Son of God 

(a) There definitely is no messianic secret as is found in Mark.

(3) The discourses contain a depth of Jesus’ teaching about himself not found in any other gospel. 

(a) Jesus presents himself as "the bread of life" (6:35), as opposed to bread which perishes; 

(b) the "light of the world" (8:12), as opposed to darkness; 

(c) "the gate for the sheep" (10:7), through which the sheep must pass for rest and safety; 

(d) "the good shepherd" (10:11, 14), willing to give his life for his sheep; 

(e) "the resurrection and life" (11:25), for whom death is impossible; 

(f) "the way and the truth and life" (14:6), that is, the way to the Father and eternal life; 

(g) "the true vine," the vine being a concept frequently used in the Old Testament as a symbol of Israel. 

(4) Unique to the gospel of John is the "friendship theme," (15:12-15) 

(5) and the promise of the Holy Spirit, "the Counselor whom the Father will send in my name [to] teach you ... and [to] remind you of everything I have said to you" (14:26). 

4. Date Written

a) John's gospel has always been dated in the 90s, but there is a growing trend to date his Gospel earlier, possibly in the 70s. 

b) NOTE—Most of Paul's letters were written before any of the Gospels
IV. The New Testament Kingdom of God 

A. The coming Kingdom of God is THE most central, all-embracing unifying theme running throughout the Scriptures 

1. It is the central theme of the gospels and the entire New Testament 

2. The theme of the kingdom of God: 

a) Kingdom created (Genesis 1 - 2) 

b) Kingdom fallen (Genesis 3) 

c) Kingdom reclaimed (Genesis 4 - Revelation 20) 

d) Kingdom fulfilled/completed (Revelation 21 - 22) 

B. The kingdom of God (or heaven, in Matthew) is the central theme of Jesus' preaching and life. 

1. He proclaimed its presence in his own person and life, he taught it in parables, he gave proof of it in his miracles. 

2. Above all, the kingdom broke through in the proclamation of the gospel to the poor (Matthew 11:5). 

3. The reality of the kingdom is founded on the fact that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

a) He is the complete manifestation of the kingdom. 

C. Paradox of the Kingdom

1. A paradox is when a truth contains two seemingly contradictory ideas that must be held in tension

a) You have to die to live

b) You give in order to receive

c) You lose your life to find it

d) God is strong in our weakness

e) The first shall be last, the last shall be first

f) Whoever wants to lead must serve

g) God is one yet three

h) God is just and loving and jealous and merciful and vengeful and compassionate all at the same time

(1) none of his attributes are suspended in order to operate in another.

(2) He is always perfectly loving AND perfectly just at the same time

i) Jesus is completely divine and completely human at the same time

j) We have free will yet are predestined

k) etc (the list could go on for a long time because many of the truths contained in Scripture are complex and paradoxical in nature)

2. The “Now” and “Not Yet” of the Kingdom

a) The Kingdom is both a present reality and a future hope. 

(1) The decisive victory has been won by Christ (as in D-day of the Second World War) but the final victory (as in V-day) is still to come. 

b) The kingdom of God is now at work in the world but is also coming soon when God will do away with evil and sin.

(1) Now: 

(a) We see some people come to know Jesus as Lord and Savior

(b) We see some people healed

(c) We see some relationships restored

(d) We see some social institutions bringing peace and justice to society 

(2) Not yet: 

(a) Many do not believe in Jesus

(b) Many do not get healed

(c) The reality of our brokenness is all around us

(d) Everything will be made right when Jesus comes again

D. The Church’s job

1. “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 6:10)
2. Represent Jesus to the world around us.

3. Bring the gospel into every area of life, carrying on Christ's ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). 
4. The enemies of the kingdom opposed Jesus and will oppose his followers too (24:4-14). 
V. Jesus and His Parables 

A. Jesus often taught by telling parables. 

B. Definitions of Parables

1. an illustrative story, 

2. an earthly story with a heavenly meaning, 

3. an allegory, 

4. a story that makes a single point, 

5. a story metaphor 

6. a kingdom equation 

a) an equation because it compares two things. 

b) a kingdom equation, because the kingdom of God is the center of Jesus' parables

c) Jesus equates the unfamiliar kingdom of God with a familiar scene or experience. 

C. Basic to understanding parables of the kingdom is the ‘parable of the sower’. 

1. Symbols

a) The sower is Jesus, 

b) the soil is Israel, 

c) and the seed is the word which announces the kingdom of God has come (Mark 4:14). 

2. like freshly-sown seed, the arrival of the kingdom is vulnerable and weak and can easily be destroyed. 

3. like the sower, we wait to see what will become of it. 

4. Jesus taught the people but only some responded with the fruit of the Spirit.

a) Some went away and did nothing with the teaching

b) Some followed Jesus briefly but fell away quickly

c) Others openly rejected Jesus’ teaching and opposed him 

D. Why did Jesus teach in parables? 

1. To both explain and hide the truth.

a) Jesus represents spiritual ideas in a way people can understand

b) Jesus hides the truth for several reasons.

(1) As an act of mercy. 
(a) Once you understand something, you are responsible for it (Matt 13:10,13)
(2) As a test of hunger. 
(a) Those who hunger after God will dig deeper.

(b) It is the glory of God to hide a matter. It is the glory of Kings to search it out. (Prov. 25:2)

(c) They expose people’s spiritual state (John 12:29)
2. These stories catch the hearers and call for a response. 

a) A response of faith and obedience comes only from those who know the "secrets of the kingdom" (Mark 4:11), from those who recognize Jesus as the Messiah. 

b) In these listeners, the response is the production of a crop, as in the case of the Sower. 

Will use Student Worksheet not the following activities.

Lesson Activities 

1. Setting the stage 

To begin thinking about the gospels and the story of Jesus, ask the students to write 1-2 paragraphs describing what they would like to be like. Then ask them to write 1-2 paragraphs about what they thought Jesus was like. Share and discuss. (Often we see Jesus the way we would like to be.) 

2. Disclosure 

Ask students to imagine that they found an original document, "The Gospel According to Luke" (you may use any gospel), and donated it to a library. Discuss with the class this question: How would the librarian classify this document: as biography, history, fiction, historical fiction, essay, myth? Then describe to the class what the unique genre "gospel" is and some of its characteristics. 

4. Disclosure 

Using Student Activity 1 have the students compare the four gospels. 

5. Disclosure and Reformulation 

The parable of the sower is basic to our understanding of the other kingdom parables. Read it in each of the synoptic gospels: Matthew 13:3-8; 18-23; Mark 4:3-8; 14-20; Luke 8:5-8; 11-15. 

In groups of 3 or 4, have students make a chart or a mural identifying the following aspects of the parable: 

• the familiar aspects for the Jews; 

• the unfamiliar aspects, or the surprises (the kingdom is vulnerable, weak); 

• the "hopelessness" due to the kingdom's vulnerability (the first three kinds of soils); 

• the incredible growth (the unusually high harvest), that is the hope of the kingdom. 

Have students relate this to their own lives: 

• the familiarity of the kingdom (Christian home, church membership, Christian school); 

• the unfamiliar in their own lives and in our society; 

• opposition in our own lives and today's world (for example, "political correctness," loss of basic norms and values); 

• personal growth in faith and indications of God's presence and control in the world (for example, demise of communism, spread of the gospel). 

Note See the following resources: 

• Timmer, The kingdom equation: Afresh look at the parables of Jesus, pp. 23-27, and the Leader's Guide, pp. 15-19. 

• Fee & Stuart, How to read the Bible for all its worth, pp. 130-134. 

6. Transcendence 

Have the students write their own kingdom parable, comparing the unfamiliar kingdom of God to something familiar for our day and age. The parable must contain a metaphor or simile. Evaluate this parable using the following criteria: Are the familiar and the unfamiliar "real"? In other words, how relevant is the parable to our circumstances or culture? How well did it capture the idea of the kingdom of God? 

Unit 2, Lesson 1 

Student Activity 1 

The Four Gospels: A Comparison

1. Compare the four gospels using the following chart: 


Matthew 
Mark 
Luke 
John 


Author 

Date 

Recipients (audience) 

Length in chapters 

Beginning 

Ending 

Genealogy 

Purpose of gospel 
2:15, 17 
1:1 
1:3, 4 
20:31 

3 common miracles 

3 common parables 

Unique miracles 

Unique parables 

Proportion of chapters given to passion, death and resurrection 

2. Ancestry of Jesus 

In Matthew, Jesus' genealogy goes back to Abraham (1:1-17). Luke traces the ancestry of Jesus back to Adam, the Son of God (3:21-38). Why the difference? 

3. The Gospel of Matthew 

Matthew wrote his gospel to show the Jewish people that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises concerning the Messiah. 

3.1 Look up the following "formula quotations" and identify what was fulfilled (be sure to check the footnotes in your study Bible for specific details): 
* 1:22 
* 2:15 
* 2:23 
* 3:15 

* 4:14 
* 5:17 
* 8:17 
* 12:17 

* 13:14 
* 13:35 
* 21:4 
* 27:9 

3.2 The gospel is made up of five discourses, each concluding with the formula phrase: "When Jesus had finished these sayings," or something similar, (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). The discourses themselves are found in chapters 5-7; 10; 13; 18; 24-25. The chapters in between (chs. 8-9; 11-12; 14-17; 19-23) relate miracles and other teachings of Jesus: What do these tell us about the Messiah as fulfillment of the Old Testament promises? 

4. The Gospel of Mark 

Mark does not publicly reveal Jesus as the Messiah until the end of his gospel, in the inscription on the cross. However, three times, individual persons acknowledge that Jesus is the Messiah. 

4.1 Read the following and identify these persons: 

* 1:21-26 
* 8:27-30 
* 15:39 

What is so unique about each of these? 

4.2 The turning point in the gospel of Mark comes immediately after Peter's confession that Jesus is the Christ (8:31ff.). What was the task of the Christ, the "Anointed One" (which Jesus predicted three times, much to the chagrin of his disciples: 8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34)? 

4.3 Look up the passages in which Jesus warns the people not to tell anyone what He has done. Identify the context of each to determine why He insisted on secrecy. 

1:34, 44; 

3:12; 

5:43; 

7:36,37; 

8:26,30; 

9:9
5. The Gospel of Luke 

Luke used an orderly, logical style of writing, similar to the style often used by Greek writers. 

5.1 Note the information in the prologue to Jesus' ministry, Luke 1:5 - 3:38. Why would Luke include this material? 

5.2 Similarly, peruse the "travel narrative" (9:51- 19:28), also considered the training session of the disciples because Jesus teaches them certain lessons as they travel, such as "the cost of following Jesus" (heading before 9:57). What "training" does this section include? 

5.3 The key passage of the travel narrative is 13:31-35. Why? 

6. The Gospel of John 

This gospel is unlike the other three gospels: The identity of Jesus as the Son of God is revealed at the very beginning; there are no parables and no healing of demon-possessed people. Only 2 of the 29 miracles recorded in the other gospels are included in John. Five other miracles are exclusive to John's gospel. 

6.1 Identify the seven miraculous signs which Jesus did: 

* 2:1-11 
* 4:46-54 

* 5:1-15 
* 6:1-15 

* 6:16-21 
* 9:1-12 

* 11:1-44 

Why does John call these "miraculous signs"? (See also John 2:11; 20:30-31.) 

6.2 The crucial event in the ministry of Jesus is recorded in John 13:1. What is it? What does this event tell us about the mission of Jesus Christ? 

6.3 List the seven "I am's" of Jesus' teaching. What do they mean?

*6:48; 

*9:5; 

*10:7; 

*10:11; 

*11:25; 

*14:6; 

*15:1
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Answer Sheet
The Four Gospels: A Comparison

Author Date Recipients
Matthew, the tax collector late 605, carly 705 Jewish Christians
Mark, from Peter &0s or 705 Roman Christians or Gentiles
Luke, from "eye witness testimonies” 5963 or 70s Theophilus and Gentile Christians
John, the apostie carly 705 or 90s Dot identiied

Matthew wants to show a Jesus is a Jew, the fulfilment of the Old Testament promises
concerning the messiah. Luke wants to show Jesus is the Saviour of the world.

These point to the three-fold ministry of Jesus Christ: teaching, preaching, and healing.

1:21-26, an evil spirit

8:27-30, Simon Peter

15:39, the Roman centurion at the cross

Except for his disciples, the Jews did not recognize or accept Jesus as their Messiah.

Christ's task was to suffer, be rejected and killed, and to rise again.

See the study notes on these verses and on Matthew 8:4 and 16:20 in The NW Study
Bible.




[image: image2.jpg]5.1 To give "an orderly account"; that is, Luke sets the stage by introducing the characters
and the beginning of the plot.

53 Jesus expresses sormow over Jerusalem because they will reject Him as their Saviour.

6.1 water into wine

raising the official's son in Capernaum

5:1-15-  healing at the pool in Bethesda

feeding of the 5,000

walking on water

9:1-12 - healing the man born blind

11:1-44 - raising Lazarus

They show Jesus' power over nature, sickness, physical disabilities, and even over death.

They are therefore signs which point to him as the Son of God and the Christ.
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