Prayer Class

Month 4: Living a Life of Repentance
Class 1: Living a Life of Repentance

Schedule Overview

Month 1 - Why pray? and What is God like?

Month 2 - The nature and working of faith in the Christian life.

Month 3 - Valuing God's presence.

Month 4 - Living a life of repentance.

Month 5 - What to do with what God tells you (promises and declarations)

Month 6 - Cultivating our hearts (living a focused life)

Month 7 - Receiving from the Lord (Holy Spirit's gifts)

Month 8 - Intercession as partnering with God

Class 1: Living a life of Repentance
The Father Heart of God—Mike Bickle

I. God love us like God loves God
A. John 17:23 “Father that the world may know that You love them in the same way You love me”-paraphrased.

1. one of the most astounding statements in the Bible
2. the intensity of the Father’s love for us is the same intensity he loves Jesus.

B. God wants a family of voluntary lovers. 

1. We are to be the Bride of Christ

C. God loves _your name_ as much as he loves Jesus

D. This verse gives every single born-again believer the right to stand before God as God’s favorite.

1. You are unquestionably God’s favorite.

2. God’s love for you is perfect.

a) God’s love for you cannot increase. 

b) It cannot be improved upon. 

c) It is perfect and infinite. 

3. His love for you is just as fierce and full as it is among the Trinity from eternity past
II. SEEING THE FATHER, AN ANCHOR IN OUR SOUL
A. We don’t have to wait until we get to heaven to understand the implications of his love.
B. Understanding this love frees us from many of the temptations of the culture around us.

C. John 17: Philip says “Jesus, if you show us the Father, it will be enough for us. It will be sufficient. It will be enough” 
D. If the Spirit reveals the Father to us, it settles something deep in our spirit. 
1. It is sufficient. 
2. It places an anchor in our soul. 
E. This does not mean all of your needs are met.

1. In this fallen world, there is a dimension to our humanity where things will never be quite right.

2. We still need community. We need affection from the people around us.

3. We will have pain and grief in our lives.

4. In these moments, the enemy comes and attacks us.

a) This is true of all believers since Christ walked the earth.

(1) you are not being singled out or picked on.

b) The revelation of God’s love for us makes a substantial difference during these times.

c) It won’t cause your needs to go away but it will be an anchor in the storm

F. The reality of his affections in your life creates stability in our emotions. 

1. We are loved and it is settled.

2. People can say mean things and we don’t have to respond out of hurt.

3. We don’t need the constant affirmation of others to obsessively reassure ourselves that life is worth living.

III. THE GOD-SHAPED VACUUM IN THE HUMAN HEART
A. The Spirit of Truth; the Spirit of Adoption

1. John 16:13: Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the ‘Spirit of Truth’

a) Paul calls him the Spirit of Adoption

2. The Holy Spirit will reveal truth to your spirit. He will guide you into truth.

a) We can ask the Spirit to reveal what it looks like that we are adopted into God’s family. We can ask him to reveal the Father’s heart towards us.

B. If you set your heart on understanding the affections God has for you, the Holy Spirit will guide you into them.

1. It is a process and will take effort and work on your part (I’m talking years not days)

2. Knowing the tenderness of God tenderizes our hearts.

C.  “The God-shaped vacuum” - C.S. Lewis 
1. There is a God-shaped vacuum; there is a hole in my spirit that only God can fill. 
a) A romantic relationship cannot fit it; 
b) a deep friendship cannot fit it. 
c) Economic prosperity cannot fill it

d) Success in ministry cannot fill it. 
2. It has God’s name on it and it is reserved for God. It’s a craving, and all of us were made with this craving to know that God enjoys us.
IV. CONFIDENCE BEFORE GOD’S LOVE
A. God’s love is not just about getting into heaven when you die.

1. He doesn’t just stamp your passport as a get out of hell card and leave it at that.

B. God actually enjoys you in your weakness.

1. He’s not waiting until you get your life together.

2. He’s not saying “finally, I can enjoy you! I always thought you had good potential but now that the sin is gone we can finally be friends.”

3. He wants your friendship now.

4. He’s not just gritting his teeth and enduring you.

C. The creator God before whom we tremble is also our loving Father in whose presence we have confidence.

V. THE BRANDING OF LUKE 15 ON OUR HEARTS
A. There are three parables in Luke 15: 
1. the lost coin, 
2. the lost sheep, 
3. and the lost son. 
B. Basically they say the same thing with different points of emphasis. 
C. Everyone needs Luke 15 branded on their spirit.

D. Jesus came to reveal how the Father feels when we’re confronting our compromise and how we’re growing through our compromise.
E. Warring against sin is the expression of sincerity

1. God loves everyone but he enjoys believers. 
a) God loves. “God so loved the world” (Jn. 3:16). 
b) He loves every unbeliever.
c) He enjoys a sincere believer.

2. He enjoys us through the process of growing into maturity. 
3. Conditions of God’s enjoyment of us.

a) 1st condition: We have come to Him in Jesus. 
b) 2nd condition: We are sincere in our desire to obey Him. 
(1) It doesn’t mean we have victory over the area in which we have been compromising, but it does mean that we are going to war against that area, and that we have set our hearts to call that area “sin.” 
(2) We’re not making peace with that sin, 
(a) meaning we’re not saying, “Well, since I’ll never get through that sin, for the next few years I think I’ll just do it for a while.” 
(b) That’s making peace with our sin, and it’s bad. 
(3) Sincere believers say, “It’s true, I’m stuck in compromise on this or that issue, or these two or three issues, but I’m warring against them and calling them sin. I’m fasting occasionally, crying out in prayer, talking to friends, and I will get through with the Spirit’s help. I am not yielding to defeat or giving up. I am going to war against it.” 
(4) If you don’t get free, even for a long time, the fact that you are warring is the expression of your sincerity. 
(5) If you are sincere, you can have the confidence that God enjoys you even before you are free from that sin. He is enjoying you because the cry of your spirit is to be pleasing to Him in this area.
VI. THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP
A. “What man, having a hundred sheep, if ninety-nine go astray, will not leave the ninety-nine in the fold, and go search until he finds that sheep?” (Lk. 15:4, paraphrased). 
B. Notice that this is one of the sheep; in other words, this is a born-again believer in our context. 
1. Often we use this parable to talk to the unbeliever, which is OK, but it’s talking about someone who is part of the flock of God. 
2. It’s talking about someone who is in the sheep fold, a believer.
C. Now Jesus is talking about Himself. “When the shepherd finds that lost sheep, he lays it on his shoulder” (Lk. 15:5, paraphrased). 
1. He puts that sheep on His shoulder, because that sheep had been stuck in the mud and in the thicket. 
2. He marches back to the right path carrying that sheep in his own strength, and he rejoices all the way back to the sheepfold.
D. For Jesus to find His sheep means that that believer has come to terms with that area of compromise. 
1. Now they are waging war on that area of sin and are asking for help. 
2. The Lord is intervening to help them. 
3. That is what this is about; it’s the Lord’s intention to intervene, to come and carry them and help them.
E. The shepherd is rejoicing on the path not just when he gets home. 

1. The path of recovery is a process. 

2. Jesus is not scolding the sheep, saying “You do that one more time, and that’s it! That’s the last time I’m forgiving!” 
a) We imagine that that’s what He’s saying, but, beloved, that’s the voice of the accuser. That’s the devil’s voice talking in your ear. 
3. Jesus is saying, “You repented. This makes My heart happy. My heart is rejoicing.”
a) You say, “Yes, but I haven’t even gotten the victory yet. I’ve only repented!”
b) He says, “That’s good. I see the cry in your spirit, and My heart is happy to see the cry in your spirit.”
VII. “ADAM, WHERE ARE YOU?”
A. When we discover this truth it changes us: we run to God when we discover our sin and our weakness instead of running away from him.

B. A lot of people, when they discover they’ve sinned, get into so much shame that they run from God. 
C. They hide like Adam and Eve did. 
1. They hide under the fig tree, so to speak. 
2. And the Lord says, “Adam, where are you? Where are you, Adam?” 
a) He was hiding from God. 
3. You know that when God asks a question, it’s not because He needs an answer. When God asked Adam, “Where are you?” He was asking because Adam needed the answer; Adam needed to know where he was. 
a) God already knew where he was. He wasn’t saying, “Hey, little guy! Where are you hiding out?”
4. He was saying, “Adam, where are you?” In other words, “Do you know where you are right now? I’ll tell you where you are: You are in shame. You are in condemnation. Break it and come here, and let Me speak to you face to face. 
5. Let Me cover you; let Me make a way back into My presence.” Beloved, when this truth touches our spirit, we run to God instead of from God.
VIII. PRODIGAL SONS AND EXTRAVAGANT FATHERS
IX. THE JOY IN THE FATHER’S HEART
A. While the son is still a long way off the Father runs to the son.

B. The Father falls on the son saying “I love you. I love you. I love you. Oh, you are home.” 
1. The son is absolutely stunned; he’s bewildered.
C. Jesus is saying, “This is the Father I’m telling you about. I know Him. This is how He feels when you come back to Him.” 
D. We’re willing to put ourselves on probation; the devil is willing to help us out with a probation clause. 
1. “Lord, I will come back. I remember my early days. Lord, You forgive me one more time and I will never ask forgiveness in this one area again, never. 
2. I know I am about to exhaust Your forgiveness, and this is it. This is a promise; this is a vow.” 
3.  “I tell You what God: You can make it hard on me for a while.”
E. The Lord says, “No. I don’t need you on probation. I love you. I need you in confidence, not in probation with condemnation and shame. I need you in confidence near My heart; that is where I want you.” 
F. This son has only repented. 
1. He hasn’t yet settled all the issues. 
2. He still has wrong emotions, 
3. wrong mindsets, 
4. and he still has to go through counseling for a long time. 
G. The issues are not gone. The only difference is that he has decided to declare war on them. 
X. RINGS, ROBES, AND FATTED CALVES
A. Remember, Jesus isn’t just telling a nice story, he’s revealing how the father feels when a son, not just an unbeliever, comes to God. 
1. This is what happens when a son returns from a season of compromise. 
B. The son starts his negotiation speech (Lk. 15:21): “Father I have sinned. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” He’s about to add that third phrase, “I will be with the hired hands. Give me minimum wage; give me the servant’s quarters,” but the father interrupts him (Lk. 15:22). 
C. God’s response to us is kinder than we could ever dream

1. “Enough! I don’t want your negotiations. I don’t want your probation. I don’t want you in the servant’s quarters. You are my son. You will be next to me in the house. 
2. The father interrupts and won’t even let him finish his religious negotiation. 
3.  “Bring out the best robe” 
a) that is the garment of honor. 
b) It was a status of a position of honor. Only the most honored guests wore the robes.
4. “Bring the ring out!”
a)  The ring was the signet ring. 
b) This signet ring gave the son the authority to engage in business transactions. 
c) In today’s language, then, the signet ring is a signature on the check book. He said, “Put my son’s name on the checkbook at the bank! He can sign the checks.”
5. The son says, “Dad, wait. I blew the money. Don’t let me sign the checks!”
6. “Let him sign the checks, he’s my son!” 
7. Then he says, “Bring the fatted calf!” (Lk. 15:23, paraphrased). 
a) In other words, “Let’s have a big feast,” but here’s the word: “Let us be merry.” 
b) Jesus is saying, “The Father is happy.” 
c) Remember this is the first day of repentance. 
(1) This is not month three; this is not year two. There is no probation. 
(2) This is hour one, the first hour; this is the first ten minutes. 
(3) He has not even had a chance to prove that he’s sincere, but the father knows his heart. 
D. The main point is not about a son who gives into compromise, it’s about a father who lost his son and how the father restored the son back to favor. 
1. This is about how the Father feels when He loses a son to compromise.
XI. “HIS COMPASSIONS FAIL NOT”
A. We read in Lamentations 3, “It is because of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed” (Lam. 3:22). 
1. Because of mercy we are not finished when we sin. The angels are, but not us. We are not consumed; His compassions do not fail.
B. “But Lord, this is the thousandth time I have repented of the same sin.” The Lord says, “My compassions are still as strong today as they were then. They never fail.” “But Lord, is there not a tipping point? Is there not a line where You don’t forgive anymore?” He says, “If you repent, there is no line. I will forgive you every single time.”
C. His mercies are new every single day. .

1. You can have a new beginning in God every single day. 
2. You don’t have to walk around as a second class citizen. 
a) When you repent and you come before Abba, His heart, His interest, and His kindness is toward you are all as if you had never sinned. 
3. We can push “delete” after we repent of that sin. 
4. We can stand before Abba and we can say, “Abba, here I am. I am Your favorite one. Here I am Your beloved."

Class 4: Listening prayer


Class 5: Journaling


Class 6: Listening prayer
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