Prayer Class

Month 3: Valuing God’s Presence

Class 1: Fascinated with Jesus

Schedule Overview

Month 1 - Why pray? and What is God like?

Month 2 - The nature and working of faith in the Christian life.

Month 3 - Valuing God's presence.

Month 4 - Living a life of repentance.

Month 5 - What to do with what God tells you. (promises and declarations)

Month 6 - Cultivating our hearts (living a focused life)

Month 7 - Receiving from the Lord (Holy Spirit's gifts)

Month 8 - Intercession as partnering with God

Teaching

Fascinated with Jesus: The Superior Pleasure of Knowing God

I. the superior pleasure of knowing Jesus 

A. God’s personality is full of joy and pleasure. His throne is the epicenter of joy and pleasure. Thus, God is the author of pleasure. He created us to enjoy physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual pleasures. Our longing for pleasure is part of our created design and must be satisfied; it will not go away. The devil tempts us with “counterfeit” pleasures that are outside of God’s will. 

11In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forever. (Ps. 16:11) 

B. The greatest pleasures available to the human spirit are spiritual pleasures that come to us when God reveals God to our spirit. This exhilarates our spirit at the deepest levels. We are liberated from the inferior pleasures of sin by experiencing the superior pleasures of the beauty of Jesus. 

C. The Spirit escorts us on a treasure hunt into the beauty of Jesus. This is divine entertainment. God created us with a longing for the pleasure of being fascinated or awestruck and filled with marvel and wonder. We are fascinated most when we are fascinated by revelation of Jesus. 

14He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. (Jn. 16:14) 

D. Paul was preoccupied with being fascinated by the knowledge of Jesus. Christianity is about pursuing a Person. It is more than escaping from hell, obeying a code of conduct, and fulfilling a ministry assignment. Many live a “defensive Christianity” by focusing on resisting darkness, but they do not aggressively pursue Jesus. Power is found in interacting with the person of Jesus. He is a glorious person, yet so many do not enjoy relating to Him. 

8I count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus… (Phil. 3:8) 

E. One of King David’s lifelong goals was to encounter the beauty of God regularly. 

4One thing I have desired…all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord. (Ps. 27:4)

F. We cannot repent of our longing for fascination. It is a significant part of our creative design. We will either satisfy it in God or in darkness. It is not neutral and will not be silenced or go away.

G. The secular entertainment industry has identified and targeted this human longing. They have exploited this God-ordained craving to their profit and our ruin. Entertainment is the desire to feel a “wow” in our hearts. It is one of the primary felt needs in human life.

H. Without having a sense of awe in our relationship with God, we will live spiritually bored and be more vulnerable to Satan’s tactics. A spiritually bored believer is weak. A fascinated believer is strong. For example, a believer who is fascinated with God has no need for pornography. 

I. God calls us to enjoy the superior quality of life in the liberty of holiness. Many just see holiness as the drudgery of self-denial. God created us with a longing for pleasure and fascination. Holiness is a call to the superior pleasures of being fascinated by the revelation of Jesus. 

II. the ocean of God’s affection 

A. Jesus made the dramatic announcement that God loves us in the way that God loves God (Jn. 15:9; 17:23). Jesus’ love (affection) for us is in the same measure as the Father’s love for Him. The Father feels the same intensity of love for us that He feels for Jesus. This is a statement about our worth. This gives each believer the right to see themselves as “God’s favorite.” 

9As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. (Jn. 15:9) 

23That the world may know that You…have loved them as You have loved Me. (Jn. 17:23) 

B. Love is God’s nature. He is the fountain of overflowing desire. He is a self-replenishing volcanic explosion of love and desire. God’s love is infinite in measure. It is eternal in duration. 

16God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God… (1 Jn. 4:16) 

C. Because God is love, He has deep desires. Desire implies want, but not lack. The God who has everything still wants something, because He is love. He wants us not because He is needy, but because He is the fountain of desire. He desires to relate to us, to make us feel loved, to celebrate our value, to find pleasure in us, to share His heart with us, and to partner with us in His work. 

D. Jesus is a king with power, who anoints us to work for Him, and a Bridegroom with desire, who anoints us to love Him. In a prophetic dream in November 1995, the Lord exhorted me to call God’s people “Hephzibah.” I heard Him say, “Call them Hephzibah, the Lord delights in you.” 

4You shall be called Hephzibah...for the LORD delights in you… 5For as the bridegroom rejoices [enjoys] over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. (Isa. 62:4-5) 

III. Being a student of God’s emotions

A. Moses prayed to see God’s glory (beauty). God answered Moses by promising to reveal His goodness and proclaim His name to Moses. To proclaim the Lord’s name means to reveal His character or personality, especially His emotions. Moses heard God preaching on God. 

18Moses said, “Please, show me Your glory.” 19Then He said, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you...” (Ex. 33:18-19) 

B. The height of God manifesting His glory is when He reveals His emotions. 

6The LORD…proclaimed, “The LORD…merciful and gracious, longsuffering…” (Ex. 34:6) 

C. The Lord is merciful: The Lord is tender in relating to us in our weaknesses and sin. He delights in mercy. It is one of His favorite things to do. He offers us a new start every day (Lam. 3:23). 

18Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity…He delights in mercy. (Mic. 7:18) 

D. The Lord is gracious: He is gracious in how He evaluates our weak efforts to obey Him. 

E. The Lord is longsuffering: He bears long with our weakness instead of “writing us off.” 

(Mike Bickle, Fascinated: The Superior Pleasure of Knowing God 2011)

"I don't just want to believe for God's presence; I want to believe in God's presence. I want to see it, taste it, hear it, smell it and feel it. I want meetings in which without anyone doing anything, no one can stay standing. I have been privileged to be in meetings where rain has fallen inside the building. Where the power of God is so thick that you worship for hours, and the last sound you hear is an exhausted drummer falling through his kit. I've been in meetings where oil has covered everyone's foreheads. Where people have been healed even though no one prayed for them. Where lights have appeared and danced around the room. Meetings where hundreds of people heard the voice of God, and no one spoke. Where money appeared in people's pockets, and no one knew how it got there. Poor people walking out of a service wealthy" (Graham Cooke, The Language of Love)


Class 2: Application of Teaching


Class 3: Biblical Meditation

“To have faith in the Word, Scripture must not grasp us in our critical thought, but in the life of the soul” (Kuyper, The Work of the Holy Spirit p84).

Class 4: Listening Prayer


Class 5: Journaling

“When our mind is fixed on God, our heart is fixed on him” (Cooke, Beholding and Becoming p27).

Class 6: Listening Prayer


Class 7: Worship Painting
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