Intimacy with God—Week 1

This morning, I’d like to share with you a little bit about where I am in my own life. That’s probably always the best place to start. I have no interest in teaching you theory or good ideas I’ve not put into practice. Today, I’d like to share with you who God is for me. 

I grew up in a Christian family. I read through the Bible I don’t know how many times by the time I graduated from high school. As I matured in the faith, I went through the normal shifts in development and thinking. In high school, I decided that my parents’ faith was my own. In college, I learned how to listen to God in prayer. Post college, I tried to figure out how to do the ‘Christian thing’ without the support structure I had in college. But several years back everything shifted again for me. I was doing my normal Bible reading. The particular passage was from John.
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“You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you possess eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. (John 5:39-40)

The Holy Spirit put his finger on my heart and said, “This is you”. Thus began my journey of developing intimacy with God. No longer was it okay for me to go through the religious exercises without engaging my heart. I had to learn to take my entire set of Christian disciplines and set them to the purpose of fulfilling the greatest commandment: to love the Lord with all my heart, mind, soul, and strength. Over the last 6 years I’ve learned quite a bit about the shift from learning about God to learning to love Him; both by failing and succeeding. I’ve also gone through a shift in identity. What I think is important—the way I define success—all of it changed. That’s what I want to talk about this morning.
However, before we can get into that we’ve got to cover some common ground, a foundation if you will, so there is at least a reference point for where I’m coming from. Let’s start with some Scriptures, which talk about our position as Believers in Jesus.
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On that day [the giving of the Holy Spirit] you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. (John 14:20)

The Holy Spirit is in us, and we in turn are hidden in Christ. And again later on in John:
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“…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—...” (John 17:21-23)

The Father is in the Son and the Son is in the Father. We are in both of them. God gave us his glory (the Holy Spirit) so that we can enter into this divine relationship. We are actually invited into the community of the Trinity.

[slide]

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus…” (Eph 2:4-6)

According to Paul in Eph, even though you are here, sitting in these rather comfortable plastic chairs, you are currently seated in heaven with Christ. Why? Because Jesus ascended into heaven after the resurrection and you are in Christ. You are where He is.

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5)

Everything we do that has lasting impact comes from our relationship with Christ. Notice also that your calling here is to remain in Jesus.
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"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. (John 15:9)

Okay, the ramifications of this one are huge. God the Son loves you just like God the Father loves God the Son. The persons of the Trinity love you just like they love each other. You are loved absolutely and perfectly. And again, God calls you to remain in his love. Which means: you have the ability to ‘not remain’. We’ll talk about that later. God’s not going stop loving you; he’s pretty much made up his mind there. While we were still at war with him, love motivated the Father to send his Son to redeem us. 

So, remaining in Christ’s love must have something to do with our end of the relationship—our experience of his love. Our identity and self-worth root themselves in that relationship. Our personal holiness stems from that relationship. Our interactions with other people and all our good deeds blossom from this relationship with the God of the Universe.  It’s the place we live from. 
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Okay, let’s do a little visual aid. When you got saved, you entered into the middle of a love relationship that’s been happening since before the world began; the love between God the Father and God the Son. 

[slide x3]
[explain as the images appear]

God, in his sovereignty and complete intentionality, places you in the Son. You are now involved in the most dynamic love relationship ever because you are in Christ. God designed it so you can enter into this community because he is in the process of preparing a Bride for the Son. By design, you are in the way of the love between the Father and the Son. By design, you are meant to get caught up in it. The Father loves you. The Son loves you. The Holy Spirit loves you and it’s his job to make sure you remain in that place of love between the Father and the Son. It’s also your job to remain there. 

Let’s come at this from a different angle.
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“The way we come into salvation is the way it is sustained.” – Graham Cooke

When you became a Christian was it your idea? Did you say to yourself “Self, I think I’ll believe in Jesus today”? No. The Holy Spirit invaded your life and you responded. We are saved by faith through grace and that itself is a gift from God. 
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The rest of the Christian life is like that; everything begins with God. He initiates; we respond. We love because he first loved us (1 John 4:19). We don’t need to perform in order for God to love us. In fact, that’s the anti-gospel. You do absolutely nothing to earn God’s love. His love is totally and completely self-reliant. He loves because that’s who He is; that’s what He’s like. Your loved and there’s nothing you can do about it so you might as well get used to it. You are in Christ. 

So then, as a Christian, what’s your primary purpose and responsibility? You are called to stay in that place of love. All of your actions; all of your thoughts; all of your dreams are to this purpose: remain in that place of love. You don’t have to work to get there. If you believe in Jesus, you are already in Christ. There are no special prayers; no secret words; you begin your journey in that place of love.

Some of you, like me, have stepped out of that place of intimacy and the Lord is calling you back this morning. He’s calling you back from the works-based righteousness. He’s calling you back from salvation through good grades. He’s calling you back from self-hatred. He’s calling you back from just not caring any more. He’s calling you back to the beginning—he’s calling you to remain in His love.
Let’s pray. Father, we ask you to restore us to our first love. Restore us to the simplicity of being loved by you. Teach us to remain in your love. Father, we want to relate to you based on your consistent nature and not based on our fickle emotions. We want to agree with who You say You are and who You say we are. You say you will never change your heart towards us. You say we are loved. You say you are faithful. You say you will never leave us or turn your back on us. We want our lives to come into alignment with your word. Father, we ask for a revelation of your love for us. Give us a glimpse of the fiery passion you feel towards your church. God, we ask that you would teach us to remain in your love.

End Week 1
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