Church History—11th Bible

Chapter 2: Balancing the Past with the Present

Student Questions:

1. What is the issue behind the struggle of ‘balancing the past with the present?’

2. One twisted version of Christianity came from a group called the Gnostics. What were some of the ways in which the church addressed this issue?

3. What were the two primary teachings of the Gnostics?

a. .

b. .

4. How did the Gnostics handle a verse like John 1:14?

5. Marcion was a prominent Gnostic follower. Because of his disdain for anything earthly or physical, what did he believe about the Old Testament and the resurrection of Christ?

6. Marcion saw the Apostles’ writings as a threat to his teaching. What did he decide to do? What remained of the writings after his project?

7. A skillful teacher named Origen preached against Gnosticism, yet he was fascinated with the rejection of physical comforts. What actions had he taken and how did this affect many Christians by the 3rd century?

8. What is the danger in allowing the promotion that believers can seek for ‘secret knowledge?’

9. What three responses would the church make to clarify and guard the Christian teachings?

a. .

b. .

c. .

10. What three questions were asked as they considered hundreds of writings that were circulating the Roman Empire at this time?

a. .

b. .

c. .

11. What was the purpose of the Rule of Faith? Where did they get the various lines that formed the creed? What do we call this early Rule of Faith today?

12. How did the church respond to the issue of protecting the church’s teachings?

13. What significant ‘shift’ do we see concerning the ‘priesthood of all believers’ and how might this become a problem?

14. How did the church in Rome become dominant in church affairs Empire-wide?

a. .

b. .

15. What is the Easter dispute all about? How did Victor, the new Roman overseer, handle the issue?

16. How would you explain the controversy between the emphasis of the ‘Word’ and the emphasis of the ‘Spirit?’

17. Who were the so-called ‘New Prophets?’ What two areas were called into question in our reading?

a. .

b. .

18. When desiring to guard the essential teachings of the church, the vital question as to who is the ‘channel of the Spirit’s work’ is asked. What two responses are given in these early days of the church?

a. .

b. .

19. What is the biblical response to this question? [1 Peter 1:2]

PAGE  
1

