11 Bible—Church History

Chapter Seven: “Everything Falls Apart”

1. According to the fourth paragraph of this chapter, what is the church’s condition in the later centuries of the Middle Ages?

2. What caused Celestine V, a Franciscan monk, to resign as pope?

3. What did Pope Boniface VIII declare when he issued a bull entitled Unam Sanctum? How did the King of France handle this?

4. For the next 70 years, the popes lived in Avignon on the border of France, rather than in Rome. What was true of their life there that gave this era the title known as the church’s “Babylonian Captivity”?

5. Who was fighting during the Hundred Years’ War?

6. To worsen an already dark picture during this fourteenth century, what occurred in October of 1347? What are some of the statistics given concerning this tragedy?

7. What was Catherine of Sienna’s hope concerning the Pope? What came about that was known as the “Great Papal Schism”? How were things worsened after the Council of Pisa?

8. What was the Roman Catholic Church’s teaching concerning the understanding of scripture? How did John Wycliffe’s viewpoint differ from the church?

9. What significant contribution did John Wycliffe initiate?

10. Before the church could put him on trial, Wycliffe died of a stroke. What did his followers do?

11. Having picked up the writings of Wycliffe, what claims did Jan Hus, a brilliant Bohemian priest, make from the pulpit? What did this cost him?

12. What did the church council do concerning the bones of John Wycliffe, who had died some 30 years before?

13. What became the focus of many of the later Scholastic theologians?

14. What did the Common Life Movement promote? [This is the Catholic response to needed reform.]

15. What is the title of the classic devotional work written by Thomas A’Kempis, a member of the Common Life Movement?

16. What vision did Joan, a French peasant girl, have? How did the English view her religious convictions? When captured by the English, what was her fate?

17. What significant event happened in 1453 AD in the Eastern Empire of Constantinople? What became of the Church of Holy Wisdom?

18. Where did the eastern scholars flee and how did this affect what would soon be known as the Renaissance? How were these insights applied to scripture?

19. What did Johann Gutenberg discover and why would this invention become such a major factor in the Renaissance? How did the renewed focus on scripture affect the corrupt bishops and their practices?

20. Why would the scholar Erasmus ask whether the first pope of the sixteenth century was a successor to Caesar or Jesus Christ?

21. Erasmus demanded changes in his church. What significant work did he undertake, which would play a major part in future radical reform?
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