Church History—11th Bible

Chapter 3: “The Church Wins… And Loses”
1. What year did the “sacrifice certificates” first appear and why?

2. When this short-lived persecution was over, what problem did the churches face?

3. How did one overseer, Cyprian, see this issue and why may he have favored this approach?

4. Who were the Donatists?

5. Once again, we read about Galerius and Constantine. What was their association in the ruling of the Empire? What prevented Galerius from fighting Constantine?

6. Review the events that occurred as Constantine prepared to battle Maxentius for control of the Empire. What occurred, according to our text, “for the first time in history”?

7. What is the Edict of Milan? What year was it declared?

8. With Emperor Constantine’s profession of the Christian faith, what changes had occurred?

9. What dramatic change is recorded as Christians from North Africa make a request of Emperor Constantine? How long would it be before a church would sever its ties with the state again?

10. What was one of the first major doctrinal issues that needed to be addressed and settled during Constantine’s reign?

11. Who was Arius and what was his position on this issue?

12. What was Constantine’s primary concern on this doctrinal issue? How was he going to solve the problem?

13. Where did he ask the overseers, elders, and deacons to meet? What was the result of the meeting? What happened to Arius?

14. Who was Athanasius and why did he clash with Constantine?

15. What interesting facts do we know concerning the death of Constantine?

16. Who followed as emperor when Constantine died? What was his attitude toward Christians and why?

17. Why did some dedicated Christians choose to leave the cities and villages and live remote and impoverished lives in the desert?

18. How did this eventually lead to the formation of monasteries and convents?

19. One of these intriguing monks was Jerome. What lifelong accomplishment did he complete in 405 A.D.?

20. Who were the Great Cappadocians and what were their communities of nuns and monks known for?

21. Between the years of 300 and 400 A.D., what had Christianity gained? What dangers would they need to be alert to?
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