Church History—11th Bible

Chapter 3: The Church Wins and Loses (AD 247 – 420)

Materials: 
-chart 61 (slide 7) through chart 65 (slide 11): Arianism

Book Outline (pg 27):

1) The Empire Strikes Back

a) The Party the Church Didn’t attend

i) Rome turns 1,000 years old (AD 247)

(1) city parties for 3 days

(2) Christians do not participate

(3) plague ravages city

(4) Christians blamed for angering the Gods

ii) Sacrifice Certificates 

(1) Emperor Decius begins persecution to regain favor with the Gods

(2) People sacrificing to God receive a certificate

(3) People without a certificate imprisoned and tortured.

(4) Many Overseers, including Origen, die

b) How Sorry Do We Have to Be?

i) When the persecution ended, church members who had sacrificed to the gods wanted to re-enter their churches.

ii) Questions of who to allow re-admittance to.

(1) Cyprian: North-African overseer

(2) How do you know if the person is really a false believer who wants to come into the church?

(3) Cyprian urged re-admittance based on outward signs of sorrow

(a) prayer

(b) fasting

iii) Donatists

(1) anyone who tried to avoid martyrdom (by obtaining a falsified sacrifice certificate or by sacrificing to the gods) was a false Christian 

(2) Any overseer who cooperated with the persecutors (handing over sacred writings, sacrificing, revealing location of churches, etc) could never have conferred valid ordination, baptism, or communion.

(a) This refers to not just future but all past sacraments as well.

(b) They believed all previous actions were invalidated.

c) The Last Roman Persecution

i) Diocletian

(1) Divides his empire into East and West governed by co-Emperors

(2) Each Emperor had an assistant who would succeed to the throne

(a) side-stepping bloody battles of succession. 

ii) Galerius

(1) Diocletian’s assistant (successor) provoked Diocletian to persecute the Christians.

(2) Persecution worsened after Diocletian died and Galerius became Emperor.

iii) Plot to rule the whole Empire.

(1) Galerius didn’t want just half the Empire so he kidnapped Constantine, the co-Emperor’s son

(2) Constantine released to go to Father’s deathbed

(3) Constantine demands rank of Co-Emperor (declares war to get it)

iv) Tolerance of Christians

(1) Galerius realizes persecutions simply grow the church

(2) People may worship Jesus if they do not disturb the public peace

(a) policy invoked on his deathbed

v) Maxentius becomes Emperor of Eastern Empire

vi) War between Constantine and Maxentius AD 312

2) What Happened at Milvian Bridge?

a) A Sign in the Sky

i) Constantine prays to his god, and sees the sign of the cross in the sky

ii) legend: “by this sign, you will win”

iii) dream: Christ commanded him to place a Christian symbol on all his soldiers’ shields

(1) they paint an Χρ (first two letters of ‘Christ’ in Greek)

(2) Χριστός (Khristós) (hence the X for X-mas)

iv) Constantine defeats Maxentius because Maxentius’ boats sank

v) Constantine marches triumphant into Rome
b) Christianity’s New Corporate Sponsor

i) Edict of Milan

(1) “our purpose is to allow Christians and all others to worship as they desire, so that whatever Divinity lives in the heavens will be kind to us”

ii) Constantine sees Jesus as his personal patron

(1) cross becomes a charm of good luck

iii) Priests granted widespread favors

iv) Constantine sees himself as a Christian but still does pagan worship

(1) possibly for political reasons

(2) possibly out of ignorance of what was required of him

(a) still worshipped the Sun God

v) Donatists as Constantine to settle dispute about ordination of overseers AD 312

(1) Church actually asked the Emperor to sponsor its beliefs

(a) massive shift

(b) for 300 years the church and state were separate

(c) another 1200 years before they become separate again.

(2) Constantine decides against the Donatists

3) The First Trinitarian Controversy: Arianism and the Council of Nicea (325)

a) Biblical Foundations for Trinitarianism.

i) the word Trinity is not in the Bible

ii) there are indications however.

(1) Deut 6:4

(a) Yahweh is the only God, all other gods are idols

(2) New Testament

(a) Matt 28:19

(i) suggests a three-fold nature

(ii) suggests equality

(iii) or suggests hierarchy because of order

(b) 2 Cor 13:14

(i) each has a different function

(ii) suggests either that Father is God and other 2 are something else

(iii) suggests the Father may be absent from the phrase

(c) Throughout passages it suggests something different about each

(d) not at all clear

iii) two passages for debate

(1) Col 1:5-19

(2) Pr 8:1, 22-23, 30

(3) (possible Heb 1:5-6)

(4) These passages suggest that the Son was created by the Father.

(5) Christians have said that Jesus is divine/God

(a) How can the Son be created if he is God?

b) Arius

i) lived in Alexandria circa 318 AD

ii) focused on the previous two passages

iii) Governing Principles

(1) Monotheism

(a) believed in one God

(b) anything that is not God is created

(c) there is only one thing that is not created,  God

(2) Transcendence (Divine)

(a) Take everything that is real. Divide it into two categories:

(i) physical and spiritual (ideal) 

1. Gnostic and much of Christianity

(ii) ideal: human soul, ideas, God, angels/demons

(b) Arius changed the categories into created and not created (ideal)

(i) This is Divine transcendence

(ii) to him, this is the most important division

(c) Arius added that it is inappropriate for what is not created to mingle with the created 

(i) i.e. for God to share properties of creation

1. This is the major qualification

2. This means it would have been hard for Jesus to be God.

(3) Biblical

(a) Arius did not want to say things that were not in the Bible

(b) It did not matter if the truths were compatible or not.

(4) Traditional

(a) He wanted to say what Christians have always said

(b) What he thought they always said at least.

(5) For the most part, everybody agreed with him except for maybe a little too far on Transcendence and a little too strict in only saying what was in the Bible

iv) Implications: “There was when the Son was not, it was before he was begot”

(1) The Son is created

(a) The two passages we already looked at.

(2) The Son is not God

(a) back to his reasons

(b) Transcendence suggests it

(c) Monotheism suggests it

(d) Biblical texts mentioned before say it

(e) He thought he was being traditional

(3) The Son is not human

(a) Col 1:5-19

(b) Suggest this by being the firstborn of all creation

(4) The Son is a tertium quid (third thing)

(a) something in between God and human

(b) Christ is a supped-up angel

(5) suggests that the Son is subordinate to the Father

v) Problems

(1) John 1:1

(2) John 10:30

(3) Arius got around these by saying that the weight of the canon was on his side.

vi) Modern day Arianism: 

(1) Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

(2) Mormons

4) The Council of Nicea (AD 325)

a) Concerns of Athanasius towards Arius

i) Are we worshipping a Creature?

(1) Christians worship the Son

(2) Worshipping anything but God is idolatry

(a) There were two things you did not do in the early church:

(i) you did not innovate

(ii) whatever you change, do not change the liturgy (the worship)

(b) this meant a change in liturgy if true.

ii) Biblical Concerns

(1) Has not taken into account the whole cannon

(2) Athanasius thought canon teaches Christ is God

(a) needs to account for the 2 texts in question but it can be done

(3) Did not think Arius was being Biblical

iii) “What is not assumed is not Redeemed”

(1) If Jesus did not become fully human (assumed) then he could not save humanity (redeemed)

(2) In Christ, God remade humanity

(a) We are new creations through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection

(3) The incarnation is an important aspect of our salvation

(a) It’s not just the cross.

(4) Whatever God takes into himself is transformed and therefore redeemed.

(a) If God takes on a characteristic, it must be perfect

(b) If Christ is not human than God has not assumed the human form

(c) If Christ is not God, than God has not assumed the human form

(d) then we are not redeemed.

(e) This leaves humans no possibility of redemption

(f) God must assume humanity

(5) At every point Arius is not taking into account Biblical concerns and leaves no way for redemption

b) Response: Homoousias

i) Athanasius’ system

(1) Homo (same) Ousias (essence)

(2) Christ has the same essence (form) as God

(3) Christ is God

(4) Christ has the same essence (form) as humanity

ii) Arius didn’t like it

(1) violates monotheism

(a) thought this made for 2 Gods

(2) violates transcendence

(a) created and not created are mixed

(b) God mingling with humans

(3) violates his views of being Biblical

(a) homoousias is not in the Bible

(4) violates tradition

(a) the early church didn’t say anything about homoousias

iii) Several others disliked the phrase “one essence with the Father” (homoousias)

(1) Eastern Christians felt the phrase could mean that somehow the Father and the Son were not distinct persons.

(2) some people wanted a compromise: homoi (similar) ousias (essence)

c) Outcome

i) Statement of Faith crafted to exclude Arius’ ideas: 

ii) Nicene Creed.

(1) I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
iii) Two of the delegates refused to sign (not including Arius)

(1) they were excluded from fellowship.

(2) Constantine had them exiled from the Empire

iv) When there was calm again, Constantine tried to restore Arius

(1) concern for peace above truth
5) Athanasius of Alexandria

a) I Don’t Want to Be an Overseer

i) ‘monk’ means ‘alone’

ii) did not want to be an overseer

(1) fled to the desert, when he surfaced, the church ordained him

(2) Athanasius refused to restore Arius because Arius denied the divinity of Christ.

(a) Constantine banished Athanasius for getting in the way

iii) Constantine baptized on deathbed

iv) Athanasius returns after Constantine’s death (AD 337), clashes with Arius’ followers, flees to Rome

b) A Pagan Emperor—But No Persecution

i) Arius returns to Alexandria AD 362

ii) Emperor Julian (Constantine’s nephew)

(1) hates the church

(2) Clergy lose special privileges.

(3) Cancelled all overseer’s exiles in hopes of creating turmoil

iii) Athanasius brings unity to the in-fighting among the churches. 

(1) Reaffirmation of the Nicene Creed with the addition, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are three distinct persons who share the same essence.

iv) Athanasius flees from Julian.

6) The Ones Who Got Away From It All—For a Lifetime

a) Desert Monks
i) people who rejected physical comforts and went to live in the desert to work out their faith

(1) often influenced heavily by Gnostic ideals

ii) the movement began in earnest when Xnty became legal.

(1) “the desert became a refuge for Christians who disliked the church’s partnership with political powers.”

iii) revered by many of the time as the ideal Xn

iv) Monasteries

(1) communities of ‘monks’

(2) Convents—‘gathering place’ 

(a) feminine community of nuns (the feminine form of monk)
b) Jerome and Paula
i) Jerome thought the spiritual was the ideal and physical pleasures fed the sinful flesh

ii) Jerome put forth idea that Mary was a virgin her entire life

(1) which meant all Jesus’ siblings were from a previous marriage of Joseph

iii) Realized God had not called him to live alone.

iv) Latin Vulgate

(1) suggested by overseer of Rome

(2) financed by Marcella (wealthy Roman widow)

(a) Marcella was a biblical scholar

(b) Jerome referred pastors to her for good interpretation of Scripture

(3) completed in 405 AD

v) Paula also lived in Marcella’s mansion

(1) also became a Biblical scholar and well-versed in Hebrew

(2) was Jerome’s closest companion
c) The Great Cappadocians
i) 4 Xns from Cappadocia

(1) brother Basil, sister Macrina, brother Gregory, friend Gregory

ii) vocal supporters of the Creed of Nicaea.

iii) famed for their role in the First Council of Constantinople

(1) looking for a way to say God is really one and three at the same time.

iv) helped unify Xn theology in the Eastern and Western Empires.

v) began monasteries and convents for the benefit of the communities they were in.

(1) taught and doctored city people

(2) worked during the day and sang the psalms (instead of only doing meditation)

(3) grew and sold food, giving the proceeds to the poor

(4) self-punishment and extreme fasting prohibited
7) Is All Growth Healthy?
a) 1st time having peace and power

b) grew more rapidly than ever before.

i) much growth (we think) was people hedging their spiritual bets

ii) some growth to increase social status

c) Xnty becomes identified with earthly institutions rather than the community of Believers

i) institutional aspects of the church were over emphasized and the gospel was under emphasized or diluted.
Go over Summary Page of AD 247 – 420 on page 26 with students.

Student Questions:

1. What year did the “sacrifice certificates” first appear and why?

2. When this short-lived persecution was over, what problem did the churches face?

3. How did one overseer, Cyprian, see this issue and why may he have favored this approach?

4. Who were the Donatists?

5. Once again, we read about Galerius and Constantine. What was their association in the ruling of the Empire? What prevented Galerius from fighting Constantine?

6. Review the events that occurred as Constantine prepared to battle Maxentius for control of the Empire. What occurred, according to our text, “for the first time in history”?

7. What is the Edict of Milan? What year was it declared?

8. With Emperor Constantine’s profession of the Christian faith, what changes had occurred?

9. What dramatic change is recorded as Christians from North Africa make a request of Emperor Constantine? How long would it be before a church would sever its ties with the state again?

10. What was one of the first major doctrinal issues that needed to be addressed and settled during Constantine’s reign?

11. Who was Arius and what was his position on this issue?

12. What was Constantine’s primary concern on this doctrinal issue? How was he going to solve the problem?

13. Where did he ask the overseers, elders, and deacons to meet? What was the result of the meeting? What happened to Arius?

14. Who was Athanasius and why did he clash with Constantine?

15. What interesting facts do we know concerning the death of Constantine?

16. Who followed as emperor when Constantine died? What was his attitude toward Christians and why?

17. Why did some dedicated Christians choose to leave the cities and villages and live remote and impoverished lives in the desert?

18. How did this eventually lead to the formation of monasteries and convents?

19. One of these intriguing monks was Jerome. What lifelong accomplishment did he complete in 405 A.D.?

20. Who were the Great Cappadocians and what were their communities of nuns and monks known for?

21. Between the years of 300 and 400 A.D., what had Christianity gained? What dangers would they need to be alert to?
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