11 Bible—Church History

Chapter Eleven: “Optimism Has Its Limits”
1. What period of time covers the Modern Age? Why did Charles Dickens say, “it was the best of times, it was the worst of times”?

2. What doctrinal issue had caused a decline in certain churches and a lack of vision for missions? How did William Carey attempt to change things?

3. What were some of William Carey’s accomplishments concerning missions? What difficulties did he face in his home life?

4. How did the optimism of the Modern Age affect people’s belief about God?

5. What occurred at a camp meeting in Cane Ridge, Kentucky in 1801? What are the various interpretations of this event?

6. What was Barton W. Stone’s opinion about the Bible and all the various Christian churches? What were the goals of the Restorationists? What were the results of the movement?

7. What were some of the “New Measures” used by Charles G. Finney in his approach to revival? What were his views concerning the potential of a Christian life? How did he view social responsibility?

8. How did modern optimism affect modern theology and its definition of the core of the Christian faith? How did this emphasis affect the churches? What is meant by the “double standard” referred to at the bottom of page 119?

9. With this new definition of faith, what becomes the intention of higher criticism? For example, how was the person of Jesus and his death on the cross treated?

10. What was the question that “postmillennial” Christians began to ask? How did this affect their attitude toward social injustices?

11. What is meant by the term “social gospel”? What was the approach used by Charles Spurgeon?

12. Who was Sojourner Truth and what did she see as her mission in life?

13. What is the history behind the “Seventh Day Adventists”?

14. How did the American Civil War affect many churches? What was Abraham Lincoln’s opinion as to which side God was on?

15. What issue became dominant in the Roman Catholic Church in 1854? After a year of meeting, how did the First Vatican Council rule?

16. What was the statement made to D.L. Moody while he was in England that “lit a blaze in Moody’s soul”? What was his view of where the world was going?

17. What was the purpose of a meeting in Niagara, New York in 1895? What were the five “fundamental” beliefs that they all agreed on?
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