New Testament—10th Bible

Unit 2: Paul’s Letters to the Church

Galatians Reading Questions

One of the key words in Galatians is “faith”. I would like you to underline the word as you read.  (I count 22)

Ch 1

1) In ancient letters, the sender put his or her name first so the recipient would know who it’s from without having to go all the way to the end. How does Paul introduce himself and why do you think he used the title he did?

2) Paul doesn’t waste any time getting to his point (v6-10). What is he concerned with?

3) Paul defends himself and his message (the gospel he preached) against his critics (the Judaizers) in chapters 1 and 2. Give several specifics of Paul defending himself or his message.

a. v11-12

b. v15-17

4) What is special about Paul being an Apostle that might cause others to question it?

Ch 2

5) Why did Paul go to Jerusalem at the beginning of Chapter 2?

6) What was the result of his meeting with “those who seemed to be leaders”?

7) What had Paul been entrusted with?

8) How do we see the leaders of the early church affirming both Paul and his message?

9) Paul gives an account of a disagreement he had with Peter, not to show Peter was in error but to show that the Apostle Peter submitted to Paul regarding the Christian’s freedom from the Old Testament Purity Laws. This gives evidence that the other Apostles recognize Paul’s authority as an Apostle and agree with his message. Summarize the confrontation.

10) v15-16 lays out Paul’s message of how we are justified before God. What does ‘justify’ mean? How are we not justified and how are we justified? 

11) According to Paul, what is the Christian’s relationship to the Law?

12) If righteousness could be gained through the law, what does that imply about the cross? (Look at the footnote in your study Bible)

Ch 3

13) How do we and how do we not receive the Spirit of God?

14) What is Paul trying to say in the section about Abraham? (v6-9)

15) What happens to those who rely on the Law?

16) What is Jesus’ relationship to the Law?

17) v23-25 is a summary of our relationship to the Mosaic Covenant (the Law). In your own words, what does it mean?

18) Chapter 3 ends by describing how our relationship with Jesus changes things. Give at least 3 examples from v26-29.

Ch 4

19) The beginning of chapter 4 finishes the logical argument from the previous chapter. It says Christ died that we might receive our full rights as God’s children. What did we receive and what does it do?

20) How does a Christian, who has gained freedom in Christ become ‘enslaved’ again?

21) Who are “those people” referred to in v17 and what are they trying to do?

22) Paul uses an allegory to illustrate his point. Who or what do Hagar and Sarah represent? What do their offspring represent?

Ch 5

23) Why did Christ set us free?

24) Paul has some very strong words for someone who gets circumcised. What are they?

25) After several chapters comparing and contrasting slavery under the law and the freedom of the gospel, Paul gives a few words of warning to those who would want to distort the freedom we have in Christ as a license to do whatever we want. How are we supposed to use our freedom?

26) Why will those who are living in the freedom of the Spirit not gratify the desires of the sinful nature?

27) What are the obvious indications of someone who is living according to his or her sinful nature?

28) Paul contrasts this to the fruit of the Spirit (i.e what someone’s life produces). List the qualities of someone living for God.

Ch 6

29) In talking about restoring a brother or sister who is caught in sin, why do you think Paul says “but watch yourself, or you also may be tempted”?

30) In verse 4, Paul says, “Each one should test his own actions.” The footnote points us towards 2 Cor 13:5. Read this verse and in light of what Paul has just talked about in Gal 5:16-6:4, explain what he means.

31) Explain what Paul is saying in 6:7-10.

32) Why, according to Paul, do the Judaizers try to get others to be circumcised?

33) Look up the footnote to 6:17. What does Paul mean when he says “I bear on my body the marks of Jesus”?
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