
Church History—11th Bible
Chapter 1 and 2 Test REVIEW
People and Terms:  (this will be matching on the test)
Be able to give a short description or definition about each term or person below. Be as specific as you can.

1. Nero-

2. Apologist-
3. Overseer-

4. Gnosticism-

5. Docetism-

6. Marcion-
7. Demiurge-
8. Origen-

9. Montanism-

10. asceticism-

11. canon-
Short Answer:

Answer each question to the best of your ability. I suggest at least two complete sentences per answer. 

1. How were Christian religious customs widely misunderstood by the broader Roman culture?

2. Christians were often accused of challenging the social order. How?
3. Explain how the Roman distrust of new ideas affected Christianity.
4. How did the destruction of Jerusalem and the capture of Masada affect Christianity’s relationship with Judaism? What were the Jewish leaders trying to accomplish?
5. Even under intense persecution, the churches continued to grow. What reasons did your book give? (There were four of them.)
6. Explain why the church began intentionally changing its structure at the end of the 1st century and into the second century.
7. Explain the basic beliefs of Gnosticism

8. What were the two prevalent Gnostic interpretations about the Christ?

9. How did the Gnostic interpretation of the physical world lead to two very different lifestyles?

Compare the way the Church established a New Testament canon to the way Marcion established his New Testament canon.

10. How did both the Gnostics and Marcion interpret the revelation of God in the Old and New Testaments?
11. Origen both preached against and was fascinated by aspects of Gnostic thought. Explain how Origen was influenced by the movement. Give specific examples.
12. Your book outlines three responses of the church to Gnosticism. What were they?

13. Explain why the Scriptures are referred to as a “canon”?
14. What are the qualifications for a New Testament book to be considered canonical? (i.e. what questions were asked of them)
15. What was the progression and change in the practice of baptism?

16. What was the Rule of Faith for the early Church?

Essay:

I expect thoughtful and complete responses to these questions.
1. The church has long rejected Gnosticism in all its flavors (including the Marcion controversy). But its affects have been systemic. How do we see the effects of Gnosticism on Christianity in the 3rd century?

2. We see a direct disagreement between the Western church and the Montanists in relation to the holiness of the church. Describe this difference, its effects on the church and give a third option.
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