11 Bible-Church History: Small Group work on the Doctrine of Sin
Each question below has several verses. Answer the question only according to the information given in the verses (not just what you want to be true). Each group member is expected to look up verses, read, participate in discussion and write down a summary of the discussion in his or her notes. For classroom discussion purposes, I suggest jotting down some information about each of the verses so you can go back to it if need be. Remember, this assignment, if it goes well, is in lieu of a paper.
1. How do we know about sin? What do we know about sin?

Rom. 3:20; 
Rom. 7:7-25
2. What is required of us?


Deut. 6:5;
 Mark 12:30; 
Lev. 19:18

3. Can we meet these requirements?


 Rom. 3:9-20, 23; 
1 John 1:8, 10


 Gen. 6:5; 
Jer. 17:9; 
Rom. 7:23-24; 8:7; 
Eph. 2:1-3; 
Titus 3:3

4. Did God create people wicked and perverse?


 Gen. 1:31
Gen. 1:26-27
Eph. 4:24
Col. 3:10
Ps. 8

5. Where did the corruption come from?


Gen. 3
 Rom. 5:12, 18-19
Ps. 51:5

6. How corrupted is the human heart?


 Gen. 6:5; 
Gen 8:21; 
Job 14:4; 
Isa. 53:6
John 3:3-5

7. Doesn’t it make God unjust to require something of us we cannot do?


 Gen. 1:31; 
Eph. 4:24
Gen. 3:13; 
John 8:44
 Gen. 3:6


 Rom. 5:12, 18, 19

8. Will God do anything about the disobedience and rebellion of the human race?


 Ex. 34:7; 
Ps. 5:4-6; 
Nah. 1:2; 
Rom. 1:18; 
Eph. 5:6; 
Heb. 9:27


 Gal. 3:10; 
Deut. 27:26

9. What about God’s mercy


 Ex. 34:6-7; 
Ps. 103:8-9
 Ex. 34:7; 
Deut. 7:9-11; 
Ps. 5:4-6; 
Heb. 10:30-31


 Matt. 25:35-46

11 Bible-Church History: Small Group work on the Doctrine of Sin
Romans 5 through 8
Alternate Assignment:

In Romans 5, 6, 7, and 8 Paul lays out one of the clearest summaries of who we are in Christ, particularly in our relationship to sin. 

For each section, outline Paul’s argument paying special attention to how he describes ‘sin’. Remember, we want to catch Paul’s intended teaching but we also have an ulterior motive in our reading—we want to somehow define ‘sin’: Is it the actions we do? Is it something more? Is it like an infection? Can it think? Where does it come from? Where do we get it? Etc. 

Each group member is expected to, read, participate in discussion and write down a summary of the discussion in his or her notes. Again, for classroom discussion purposes, we want Paul’s basic argument for each section and in particular, we want to know his take on ‘sin’. Remember, this assignment, if it goes well, is in lieu of a paper.

