Church History—11th Bible

Chapter 2: Balancing the Past With the Present (AD 90 – 250)

1) Balancing the _____ with the _________

a) “how can we meet our present _________ while remaining faithful to God’s past _______?” (17)

b) As Christians attempted to meet the Church’s present needs, the church’s _____________ shifted

2) Changes in the __________, Changes in the ________

a) 1st century: elder, presbyter, overseer, bishop all referred to _______ _______________.

i) Group of elders guided each __________.

ii) Churches met in _________.

iii) People ___________ when they trusted Jesus

b) 3rd century: Christians organizing above the ________ level

i) one elder (__________) directed others

ii) __________ of training before baptism

iii) disagreements over _________ baptism

c) Changes due to _________ versions of Christianity in 2nd century

i) _______________—the secret knowledge movement

(1) Usually thought of by ___________ as a sect of Christianity. 

(2) Came about due to the influence of ________ _____________ on Christianity. 

(3) ___________ prevalent in Plato and Socrates: 
___________ world = imperfect / bad
world of _______ (spiritual world) = perfect / good

(4) The apostle ________ wrote against the Gnostics in his letters to the churches.

d) Church combated Gnosticism by:

i) powerful _____________

ii) __________ meeting-places

iii) careful __________

3) The Secret ______________ Movement (Gnosticism)

a) What Did Gnostics ____________? (NIV Study Bible’s Intro to 1st John)
i) Physical world is _______. Only spiritual things (ideas) are _____

(1)  The human body is therefore ______. 

(2)  God is wholly spirit and therefore ________.

ii) _____________ is the escape from the body, achieved not by _______ in Christ but by special knowledge 

(1)  certain persons could achieve secret knowledge about ____ transporting them to a higher ______ beyond ordinary human beings

(2)  the Greek word for “knowledge” is _____, hence Gnosticism

iii) Rejection of Christ’s __________/_____________ (John 1:14)

(1) Christ’s true ____________ was denied in two ways: 

(a)  ____________

(i) Some said that Christ only ________ to have a body

(ii) from the Greek dokeo (“to seem”), 

(b) Cerinthianism 

(i) the __________ Christ joined the ______ Jesus at baptism and left him before he died, 

(ii) after its most prominent spokesman, Cerinthus. 

(iii) This view is the background of much of _______ 
(see 1:1; 2:22; 4:2–3 and notes).

iv) Effects on ________

(1) Since the body was considered evil, it was to be treated _________. 

(a) This _________ form of Gnosticism is the background of part of the letter to the Colossians (see Col 2:21,23 and notes).

(2) Paradoxically, this belief also led to __________________. 

(a) The reasoning was that, since physical matter—and not the breaking of God’s law (1Jn 3:4)—was considered evil, breaking his ______ was of no moral __________________.

v) Why it’s not __________

(1) Goes against repeated emphasis of Christ’s ______________ by the Biblical authors.

(2) Cannot ________ God with your body if you __________ it 
(1 Cor. 6:19-20)

(3) Christian salvation is not an __________ from the physical but a ________________ of the physical 

b) A Troublesome Preacher’s Kid

i) ______________

(1) Father was an _____________

(2) became ________________

(3) developed distaste for _________ world during travels

ii) Left Home church due to ______________

(1) _____ outside of marriage

(2) ___________ from fellowship

iii) Went to ________ where no one knew about his sin

(1) __________ by Roman church (may have bribed acceptance)

(2) developed his _______ into a system

iv) Marcion __________

(1) Old Testament God _____________ from New Testament God

(a) OT ____________ God nothing like NT _________ Father

(b) Since the physical ________ is evil, the _________ must have been evil

(2) Christ only __________ human (Docetism)

(3) ___________ of earthly desires (asceticism)

(a) physical pleasures are ______

(b) drank _______ instead of _______ at Lord’s supper

(c) banned __________ relations (even for _________ couples)

(4) Only allowed ____ books to be used

(a) _______ and 10 of _______ letters

(b) removed ________ story from Luke

(c) removed all _____ references from Paul

(5) Roman church __________ him and ___________ his money.

(6) Founded his own ________________ in Italy and Asia minor

c) How Did Gnosticism _________ Christianity?

i) ___________ of Alexandria

(1) __________ died a martyr AD 202

(a) 16 yr old Origen wanted to die as well but mother _____ his __________

(2) Excellent ___________ at 18.

(3) Preached _________ Gnosticism but was _______________ by the movement

(a) God’s original creation was _________. The physical world came after ___________.

(b) God would restore all creation (including Satan) to sinless spiritual state.

(c) Renounced all physical _____________.

(i) ____________ himself in literal obedience to Matt 19:12 and Matt 5:27-30

(ii) drank only ________

(iii) wore no ________

(d) Searched Scripture for __________ messages

ii) Christians __________ to believe that only a select few possessed secret knowledge of ____________.

iii) Physical pleasure __________ by 3rd century

(1) 1st century Christians saw ______ as a ______ from God

(2) 3rd century Christians saw ____________ as less holy than lifelong _____________

d) How Did Christians ____________ to the Gnostics?

i) forced the __________: “What does it mean to be “Christian?” 

ii) Three ________________

(1) ___________ of writing

(2) Rule of __________

(3) Priesthood of ______________

4) Which writings do we ________? Three vital questions

a) Most churches agreed to use the ________ Scriptures as the basis for their beliefs

b) Which _____________ writings to use?

i) without reliable records Christians couldn’t ___________ the twisting of truth

ii) Three questions:

(1) Is the book connected to an ___________? (Matt 10:40)

(2) Do ___________ throughout the world _____ the book? 
(the authority of Scripture had already been felt by churches)

(3) Does the book _______ with what we already ________ about God? (OT connection)

c) Basic _________ recognized by AD 200

i) ‘__________’ means ‘measuring stick’

ii) continuing _________ until late 300s over: Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, Jude

5) What must Christians ____________?

a) Enlarged number of questions emerged to make sure new Believers ____________ their faith was not ____________

b) Rule of Faith is basically the _________________________. 
(pg 21 side panel)

i) The key truths stated were usually where Christianity __________ from Heresy

ii) God the Father is the __________ of All

iii) affirms Christ’s ________, ________, and _________________

iv) affirms the resurrection of the _________ 

6) Who should _________ our teachings?

a) priesthood of all __________ to priesthood of _______________

b) by AD 200: _____________ traced back to apostles

c) ____________ traced back to apostles

d) overseer became the _____________ of apostles’ teachings

e) overseers nurtured God’s children throughout entire ___________.

f) refer to each other as ‘_______’ meaning ‘__________’

g) Rise of ___________ overseer

i) ______________ disagreement

(1) ____________ churches (Polycarp) celebrate during Jewish Passover

(2) ____________ churches (Rome) celebrate on Sunday after Passover

(3) Polycarp and Anicetus discuss the issue but do _____ come to a resolution. Still _________ between the two.

(4) division of East from West is Illyricum.

ii) Roman church becomes _____________

(1) Rome was center of civilization. The _________ in Rome rose to prominence because the ______ was powerful

(2) traced church’s lineage to _______ and ________

iii) New Roman overseer (Victor) enforces Roman church _________

(1) those who do not follow are ____________ from fellowship with the Roman church

(a) church ______________ (1 Cor 5:3-13, 2 Th 3:14-15)

(2) Eastern church _____________

(3) after Victor’s __________, most Christians go back to life as it was before

7) New _____________ Movement

a) How Do We Balance the ________ with the _______?

i) What binds the __________ together?

(1) common traditions? common Scriptures? common Rule of Faith? God’s Spirit?

(2) or is it the Spirit alone?

ii) The ________ shapes our beliefs and the _______ gives them life. (Except the Holy Spirit gave us the Word)

iii) ____________ church focuses on Word, Rule of Faith, and Roman Overseer

b) The New Prophets Call for ___________

i) mid 100s renewed emphasis on _______________

(1) what about the book of _______?

(2) what about _______ 2:28-29 and Acts 2:17-18?

ii) AD 160 three Phrygian believers began ______________

(1) Prisca, Maximilla, Montanus (2 women and 1 man)

(a) _________________

(2) call to embrace radical ________-denial

(3) Church ____________ in Rome and Asia minor ____________ the New Prophets

(a) some concern for pushing out both ______ and _______ prophets

iii) _____________ because:

(1) some claimed they relied on their prophecies __________ of Scripture

(a) we don’t know whether this is true or not

(2) False _____________

(a) Montanus and Prisca prophesied the _________________ would come down at a certain date and place. It didn’t.

(3) Stricter moral ______________ than Scripture

(a) _____________ was banned

(b) frequent fasts were ______________

(c) ____________ on a higher and holier realm

8) What Makes the Church __________?

a) to guard essential teachings, church leaders created _________ of _____________ directed by overseers

b) some went beyond guarding the church’s ____________ beliefs

i) e.g. _______ trying to force unity in nonessential doctrines

ii) unified ____________ became crucial

iii) church’s emphasis on personal ___________ and the _________ dynamic guidance faltered.

c) Roman ______________ as the channel of the Spirit’s work

i) holiness of church resides in the ____________

ii) ____________ holiness not necessarily an issue

iii) unity with the _____________ meant unity with the ____________

d) New Prophets thought every _____________ is a channel of the Holy Spirit.

i) holiness of church resides in _____________

(1) if _________ people allowed in church, the church could not be the _________ Bride of Christ.

e) Truth: the church’s holiness resides in the _______ of the Holy _________ (1 Peter 1:2)

i) It is the Spirit speaking through our ________ and through the ______________ who must guide us as we apply God’s timeless truth within our limited circumstances.

ii) God’s people must learn to apply past _______ in ways that do not suppress God’s present __________
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