
East & West Churches: What’s the Difference?

I. Background
A.  395 A.D. the empire is divided under the sons of Theodosius I
B.  Germanic tribes invaded the western empire
C.  the Balkans suffered the worst barbarian invasions
D.  the Avars and Slavs move in and all direct communication is lost
E.  the Arabs invade the eastern empire and capture major sea ports
II.  Major Differences
A.  Church focus
1.  West - the church and the role of man 
a)  legal and practical concerns
b)  4th century - Donatism in North Africa
c)  5th century - Pelagianism
d)  emphasize the act of communion
2.  East - the nature of the Trinity
a)  great philosophical issues
b)  4th century - Arianism
c)  5th century - the person of Jesus
d)  emphasize the presence of God in the communion
B.  Church organization
1.  West
a)  the bishop of Rome holds all things together
b)  Germanic tribes change the face of the church
2.  East
a)  the patriarchs were subject to the emperor of Constantinople
b)  the Slavs are converted and assimilate
c)  Muslims simply mess things up
d)  Constantinople is equal with Rome
C.  Church rules
1.  West
a)  clergy were forced to be unmarried
b)  Jesus Christ was represented as a Lamb
c)  they ate meat from strangled animals (German sausage links)
2.  East
a)  clergy could stay married when they took office
b)  Jesus Christ could NOT be a Lamb (He is a man)
c)  no eating blood, especially from strangled meat
d)  no fasting on Saturday during Lent (except the Great Sabbath)
D.  Church culture
1.  Language - Latin vs. Greek
2.  National character - pope vs. emperor
3.  Church structure - one pope vs. five patriarchs
4.  Theology - church & man vs. the Trinity and Jesus
5.  Emphasis - canon law & church hierarchy vs. communion & creeds
III.  the Fourth Crusade (1203-1204)
IV.  the Fall of Constantinople (1453)
Monotheletism
· Emperor Heraclius wanted to preserve the two natures of Chalcedon but find the oneness of the person of Jesus Christ
· Patriarch Sergius suggests the use of "one energy"
· Pope Honorius suggests the use of "one will" meaning one act of willing
· Heraculius bans "one energy" and embraces "one will"
· Emperor Constans II bans discussion of "wills"
· Maximus the Confessor says there two wills but only one who's human will cannot contradict the divine will but instead freely chooses the divine way of doing things; thus Jesus heals our freedom of choice so that we, too, can freely choose the will of God
· Monothelete theologians said will is a matter of the person, not nature; since Chalcedon affirmed one person, the human nature became passive and the divine nature directed all matters
· This controversy begins to split the Eastern church; Byzantine monks come west and bring the veneration of the cross

