11 Bible—Church History

Chapter Nine: “Change Doesn’t Always Do You Good”

1. What is meant by the term post-Reformation? How can this period of history be described?

2. What happened on the evening of St. Bartholomew’s Day in Paris, France in 1572? What is significant about the Edict of Nantes, dated 1598?

3. Within the Calvinist movement, Jacob Arminius disagreed with the doctrine of predestination. List below the five beliefs about salvation as published by Arminius, called the Remonstrance?
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4. What was the purpose of the Synod of Dordt in 1618?

5. List below the five points of Calvinism as drafted by the Synod of Dordt.
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6. At this time, predestination became the center of Calvinist theology. What occurred among some Calvinists because of this emphasis?

7. In the mid-1500’s, what theory did Copernicus hold, that he dared not reveal until he was on his death-bed?

8. What price did Galileo pay for carrying these ideas to the publisher? What was the church afraid of?

9. Who was significant in the “Thirty Years War”? How many perished in this war? What significant change do we see as a result of the Peace of Westphalia that ended the war?

10. In England, there was also religious struggle. What was the goal of the Puritans and what was their belief concerning the Bible?

11. What significant event occurred in 1611, as endorsed by King James I?

12. Various groups separated from the Anglican Church in England. One particular group was led by John Smyth. What belief did they hold concerning baptism and how did they view Christ’s atonement? What name did they become known as?

13. Upon conversion, John Bunyan requested baptism. What was unique about this?

14. Why was John Bunyan imprisoned in 1660? What was Bunyan able to accomplish there? What happened soon after his death?

15. Even before the Reformation, what was occurring on the “other side” of the world? As Spain and Portugal rushed to subdue the Americas, what was their “stated” purpose?

16. What prevented Spain and Portugal from making huge profits? How did they get around this?

17. What is significant about the life of Bartolome de Las Casas? What campaign did he wage nearly all of his life?

18. Why were Africans imported to the Americas as slaves following Spanish and Portuguese conquest?
19. What is significant about the life of Pedro Claver, a devout Jesuit missionary in Columbia? How was he rewarded in this life for his service?

20. Many Jesuit mission settlements were formed to protect Native Americans. What eventually happened to these Jesuit settlements?

21. This chapter concludes with a discussion about the real goals of many of the post-Reformation Christians. Were they always the right goals? Do we ever really get away from the selfish desires of earthly power and control?
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