11 Bible—Church History

Chapter Ten: “Talkin’ ‘Bout Some Revolutions”
1. Various developments happened in the 1600’s and 1700’s as people sought religious freedom and expression. Who were the “pilgrims” and what was their intention in the New World? What example was given to demonstrate that their society and church were firmly linked?

2. How was Roger Williams’ view’s different than most Separatists? What conviction concerning the natives of the New World caused him to be banished from Massachusetts?

3. What was unique about the settlement of Providence, later known as Rhode Island?

4. How would you describe Anne Hutchinson? What had she done that caused her to flee to Providence?

5. What important question is asked on page 107, in the opening paragraph?

6. As true Christian commitment seems to decline in years to come, what were the Puritans convinced was happening? How did they determine the “guilty” from the “innocent”? What name was given to this short but intense period of history?

7. Since the church’s tradition was no longer looked to as the determiner of truth, what was the emphasis of what became known as “The Enlightenment”?

8. How did Isaac Newton play into this development?

9. How did the “new way of thinking” differ from the “old world”? What was their opinion concerning the Bible, creeds, and redemption?

10. What was the belief of the Deists? Influenced by Deism, how did many churches begin to view the Trinity? What were these churches called?

11. In 1734, the stirring of revival could be felt. What was unusual about Jonathan Edwards’ contribution in this matter?

12. How did the European movement known as Pietism begin, and what was its emphasis?

13. How did the Pietist, Count Zinzendorf, influence the Moravians? For what did they become known?

14. How did the Moravians influence John Wesley, an Anglican priest? After both he and his brother Charles experienced an “awakening,” what did they do and what did they become known as?

15. How did George Whitefield, the most popular Methodist preacher, affect the American colonies? What did this development become known as?

16. Revival ran strong until the 1750’s. What caused a decline in the church once again?

17. For the most part, church members supported the revolution. What became the emphasis from the pulpit? What happened to those who did not support the war?

18. What important distinction is made concerning the religious beliefs of most of the bounders of the United States of America?

19. On what issue did the Deists and the Christians agree? How is it expressed in the third article of the Bill of Rights?

20. What is meant by the statement in the final paragraph of our reading, which states that “a few people, however, tried to let God’s Word stand above every human idea and institution”?
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